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E D I T O R I A L  

P l a n s  r e c e n t l y  r e v e a l e d  f o r  t h e  deve lopmen t  o f  t h e  R a i l w a y  
Square  a r e a  w i l l  b y  now have been examined w i t h  s a t i s f a c t i o n  by 
a l l  who have  d e p l o r e d  t h e  s t a t e  i n t o  w h i c h  t h e  square  was 
a l l o w e d  t o  f a l l ,  s i n c e  t h e  demise  o f  t h e  W a t e r f o r d I T r a m o r e  
r a i l w a y  l i n k  and t h e  d e m o l i t i o n  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a l o n g  i t s  Manor 
S t r e e t  p e r i m e t e r .  

The p l a n s  i n c l u d e  t h e  remova l  o f  a  number o f  u n s i g h t l y  sheds 
f r o m  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  Watch Tower, so t h a t  t h e  v e n e r a b l e  
b u i l d i n g  w i l l  now s t a n d  r e v e a l e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  v i e w  f r o m  a l l  s i d e s .  
The r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  t o w e r ,  as  o u t l i n e d ,  w i l l  make o f  i t  an 
a t t r a c t i v e  f e a t u r e  when seen f r o m  t h e  s o u t h - w e s t e r n  approach  t o  
t h e  c i t y ,  and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  c i t y  w a l l  a c r o s s  t h e  
r o a d  f r o m  C a s t l e  S t r e e t  a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  

One o f  t h e  o l d e s t  i n h a b i t e d  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c i t y  i s  C a t h e d r a l  
Squa re  and  o n e  c a n n o t  h e l p  t h i n k i n g  how n i c e  i t  would be t o  see 
t h i s  a r e a  s i m i l a r l y  c o n s e r v e d  and i t s  n o t  i n c o n s i d e r a b l e  charm 
enhanced.  I t  i s  r a t h e r  sad t o  see one o f  t h e  o l d e s t  b u i l d i n g s  i n  
t h e  square,  t h e  house o f  John R o b e r t s ,  t h e  m a s t e r  b u i l d e r ,  b e i n g  
a l l o w e d  t o  f a l l  i n t o  a  s t a t e  o f  v i r t u a l  r u i n .  - I t  i s  perhaps  t o o  
l a t e  now t o  r e c t i f y  t h e  m a t t e r ,  so we can  o n l y  r e g r e t  t h e  p a s s i n g  
o f  a n o t h e r  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  W a t e r f o r d ' s  h i s t o r y .  



T H E  

S H A M E F V L L  

Pro Aor 
and hi: Iohn Childr 

An illustration from The Lqe and Death of John Atherton, published 
shortly after Bishop Atherton's execution for buggery in 1640. The figure 
on the right is John Childe, who was supposed to have been his lover, and 
who was also executed shortly afterwards. 



The S f n a n g e  C a s e  OF 

Bishop J o h n  A t h e ~ t o n .  

Canon Robert Winnett. 

A number o f  bishops i n  the course of the  Church's h i s t o r y  have suf fered 
death, some as martyrs f o r  the Fa i t h  and others as heret ics, but  the case of 
John Atherton must su re ly  be unique i n  t h a t  he was executed f o r  the al leged 
comnission o f  an unnatural offence. Atherton was born i n  Bawdrip i n  
Somerset i n  1598, the son o f  Prebendary John Atherton, the rec to r  o f  the 
par ish.  A t  the age o f  s ix teen the younger John entered Gloucester Ha l l  i n  
Oxforj, t r ans fe r r i ng  l a t e r  t o  L inco ln  College and becoming Master o f  A r ts  i n  
1619. I n  l622 he became rec to r  o f  Huish Champf lower on the edge o f  Exmoor 
and a b ~ u t  t h i s  t ime married Joanne, daughter o f  Mrs. Susannah Leakey, a 
woman who a1 though a regu lar  worshipper i n  church and popular w i t h  her 
neighbours, was cred i ted w i t h  psychic powers and was said t o  have threatened 
t o  r e t u r n  a ghost a f t e r  her death, when her presence might be less welcome. 
Atherton, having a t t rac ted  the no t i ce  o f  Wentworth, the Lord Deputy o f  
I re land,  received a ser ies o f  preferments i n  I re land,  the prebend o f  S t .  John's, 
Dublin, t he  chancel lorship o f  K i l l a loe ,  the  chancel lorship o f  Ch r i s t  Church, 
Dublin, and t he  rec to r i es  o f  K i l laban and Ba l l i n tubr ide .  I n  1635 he received 
the degree o f  Doctor o f  D i v i n i t y  from T r i n i t y  College, Dublin. The crowning 
p o i n t  o f  h i s  career was h i s  appointment to the bishopr ic o f  Waterford and 
Lismore i n  1636. As bishop he was said to have "behaved himself f o r  some time 
w i t h  g rea t  prudence, though forward enough, i f  no t  too much, qeainst the 
Roman ~ @ t h o l i c s . " 3  

The recovery o f  the Church o f  I re land 's  patrimony from usurping l a y  hands 
was a major concern o f  WentworthS4 and Atherton was among the most energetic 
o f  h i s  agents. From the time o f  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  I re land  he showed himself 
a c t i v e  i n  rega in ing f o r  the Church revenues which had been appropriated by 
l a y  landlords, thereby earning the approbation o f  Wentworth, who approached 
Archbishop Laud w i t h  a view t o  securing a dispensation enabling Atherton 
t o  hold h i s  Engl ish l i v i n g  together w i th  h i s  preferments i n  I r e l m d ,  as 
otherwise he would ga in  l i t t l e  o f  the exchange and account himself ill 
rewarded f o r  h i s  pains."5 The king, however, had declared himself opposed t o  
bishops cmendams, and Laud a lso judged i t  t o  be of " e v i l  and scandalous 
example t o  hold d i f f e r e n t  preferments, especial such as are w i th  cure i n  
d iverse kingdoms ."6 Atherton, having f u r t h e r  "secured two good rec to r ies  from 
the pat ron who secundum usum Sarum had made them lay-free these f o r t y  years" ,7 
was w i l l i n g  t o  res ign  h i s  t ng l  i s h  preferment, bu t  before h i s  resignat ion became 
e f f e c t i v e  a new t u r n  i n  events took place. 



The Strange Case of  Bishop John Atherton. 

A t  the end o f  1635 the bishopric of Waterford and Lismore f e l l  vacant 
by the death o f  Michael Boyle , i n d  Atherton's name came up for consideration. 1 ( The b ishopr ic  was a poor one and required an incumbent who would restore i t s  
r i g h t s  and revenues.. For the " s o l i c i t i n g  par t  and recovering the r i g h t s  o f  
the bishopr ic"  Wentworth r e  arded Atherton as we1 l qual i f ied,  though less f i t  
fo r  the dut ies o f  a bishop.i Laud, who when Bishop o f  Bath and Yel ls  
would have known Atherton, l ikewise f e l t  misgivings about h i s  sui  t a b i l  i ty f o r  
episcopal o f f i c e ,  f o r  he wrote, " Better D r .  Atherton than a worse though 
fo r  my p a r t  I l i k e  nothing a t  a l l  i n  him but the s o l i c i t i n g  part ."g This 
and Wentw r t h ' s  subsequent statement, "There i s  exception against the man, I PO confess", po in t  t o  some defect i n  Atherton's personal character, a defect 
which manifested i t s e l f  i n  sexual i r r egu la r i t y .  I n  1623 Atherton's wi fe 's 
e lder  s i s te r ,  Susan, had produced an i l l e g i t i m a t e  baby of which Atherton was 
be1 ieved by sane o f  h i s  parishioners t o  be the father bu t  no charge was 
brought against him, presumably f o r  lack o f  evidence.11 Later Atherton was 
reputed t o  have begotten an i n f a n t  by a niece of h i s  wife l i v i n g  i n  
Barnstaple: o f  the a1 leged f a t e  o f  t h i s  i n f a n t  an account w i l l  be given 
l a t e r .  I n  s p i t e  of h i s  misgivings Wentworth continued t o  urge Atherton's 
appointment on the ground t h a t  the deplorable s ta te  of the bishopr ic required 
"one we l l  versed i n  the pa r t  o f  a so l i c i t o r . "  If Atherton were appointed 
"Cork would t h i nk  the Devil  i s  l e t  loose upon him f o r t h  o f f  h i s  chain..I 
w i l l  undertake t h a t  there i s  no such t e r r i e r  i n  a l l  England f o r  the 
unkennell ing of an o ld  fox."12 I n  the end Laud l a i d  Atherton's name before 
the king, though not wi thout f rank ly  disclosing h i s  hes i ta t ions t o  Wentworth: 
"I confess c l e a r l y  t o  you, since I had speech w i th  him (Atherton) i n  England, 
I have no i n i o n  e i t he r  o f  h i s  worth o r  honesty. I pray God I may be 
deceived.*?! On h i s  a ~ ~ o i n t m e n t  as b i s h o ~  Atherton was allowed to hold i n  
comnendam the chancel i o r sh ip  o f  Chr is t  church u n t i l  the revenues of the- 
b i shop r i c  were recovered, but  was required t o  resign h i s  l i v i n g  i n  Somerset. 

I n  view o f  the  doubts which Wentworth f e l t  concerning Atherton's f i t ness  
fo r  the  o f f i c e  o f  a bishop, doubts which he allowed t o  be overruled by 
mundane considerations there i s  something disingenuous i n  Wentworth's answer 
t o  Pym a t  h i s  t r i a l  t h a t  he was ignorant o f  anything t o  Atherton's d iscred i t :  
"I thought the bishop a person f i t for t ha t  charge, bu t  suppose he had a 
secret  f a u l t  o f  h i s  own (God knows i t  was unknown t o  me), may not a man be 
deceived i n  h i s  judgement o f  a man but t h i s  shal l  be turned against him ? " l 4  

Atherton had no sooner become b i s h o ~  than he se t  about t o  recover the 
episcopal revenues, h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  beingm mainly directed against Richard Bgyle, 
the E a r l  o f  Cork. By February,1637 he had recovered the s i t e  o f  the%ishop1s 
palace and S40 a year r e n t  f o r  land i n  ~ a t e r f o r d , l S  and i n  the same year he 
comnenced s u i t s  against Cork f o r  lands a t  Ki lbree and New Affane, Bewley and 
Kilmolash, and Ardmore and Lismore, basing h i s  case on S i r  George Radcl i f fe 's  
op in ion  t h a t  the leases were i n v a l i d  unless r a t i f i e d  by the deans and chapters 
o f  t he  two cathedral s o f  Waterford and L i  smore. Wentworth, doubtful whether 
Radcl i f f e ' s  view could be upheld, urged a compromise, and Bramhal l, bishop o f  
Derry;!and S i r  Y i l l i a m  Parsons were a ointed as a rb i t ra to rs .  Their award 
proved h igh l y  prof i t a b l o  t o  Atherton,fg who received Ardmore, K i l  bree and New 
Affane, thereby adding over S500 t o  the income of the see, and was granted 
S500 f o r  the bu i ld ing o f  an episcopal house. Cork was allowed t o  r e t a i n  the 
c a s t l e  and manor o f  Lismore and the towns and lands of Bewlev and ~i lmolash.17 
The arrangement was t o  be r a t i f i e d  by a special Act of the ~ h g l i s h  Parliament. 
Cork was secure i n  h i s  possession o f  the capi tu lar  lands of Lismore so long as 
h i s  cousin Naylor an opponent o f  Atherton, was dean, but  Atherton prevailed 
on Bramhal l t o  secure Navlor 's removal t o  Limerick so t h a t  h i s  successor i n  
the  deanery could comne6e a s u i t  f o r  the lands. To secure patronage f o r  
himself i t  was Atherton's pract ice t o  persuade clergymen nominated by pr ivate 
pat ron not  t o  apply f o r  i n s t i t u t i o n  so tha t  the r i g h t  of presentations reverted 
t o  the  bishop by lapse.18 



The Strange Case of B f  shop John Atherton. 

Withfn a few months of h i s  becanfng bishop Atherton's name was l i nked  
w i t h  c e r t a i n  strange happenings i n  h fs  nat fve Somerset. Susannah Leakey died 
a t  Minehead i n  November 1634, and before long there were repor ts  that ,  as she 
had threatened, she had returned t o  haunt the town, and even t o  use her 
w i t ch 's  powers t o  s ink t h  ships o f  her shipowner son Alexander as they 
entered Minehead harbour.19 Soon a strange s to ry  was being put  about by her 
daughter-in-law, El izabeth, Alexander's wife, t o  the e f f e c t  t h a t  her mother-in- 
law had appeared and spoken t o  her, w i th  a message t h a t  she was t o  go t o  
I re land  and inform the bishop of Waterford t h a t  i f  he d i d  not  repent o f  a 
c e r t a i n  s i n  he would be hanged. She made the journey t o  Waterford - her husband 
d i d  a regu lar  t rade w i t h  Waterford - and b r i e f l y  saw the bishop, who received 
her c o l d l y  and responded t o  her message on ly  by saying t h a t  i f  he were t o  hang, 
he would assuredly not  be drowned. Returning t o  Minehead she was questioned 
by the l o c a l  magistrates, who d i d  not  know what t o  make of her s to ry  but 
forwarded a repo r t  t o  the P r i v y  Council. No account e x i s t s  o f  the contents 
of the  repor t ,  but  as there was no corroborat ion o f  E l  izabeth Leakey's s tory  
the matter was a1 lowed t o  drop.20 However rumours persisted, and the bishop o f  
Bath and We1 l s ,  Wi l l iam Piers,  appointed a comnission, cons is t ing o f  himself, 
S i r  Robert Montacute and a l oca l  magistrate named Godwin t o  inves t iga te  the 
a f fa i r .  Several witnesses were examined, inc luding E l izabeth Leakey, but  
t h e i r  test imonies were confused and contradictory,  and were regarded by the 
comnission as the product o f  supers t i t ion,  feeble-mindedness and i d l e  gossip. 
As t o  the  message she was t o  de l i ve r  t o  the bishop El izabeth said she would 
exp la in  i t s  purport  on ly  t o  the  k ing himself.  The comnission described her 
as "an understanding woman but  bold and subt le  enough", and so l i t t l e  credence 
d i d  they a t tach  t o  her s t o r y  t h a t  they reached the conclusion " t h a t  there 
never was any such appar i t i on  but t h a t  i t  i s  an imposture devised and framed 
f o r  some p a r t i c u l a r  ends, but  what they are we know not."21 

Laud was aware o f  the s i n i s t e r  rumours concerning Atherton and was 
perplexed by them. Wr i t ing t o  Wentworth he observed, "You maygel  ieve what 
you l i s t  o f  th i s ,  but some people o f  very good q u a l i t y  do a f f i r m  th is ,  and a 
good deal more. But what w i l l  appear t r u t h  i n  the end God knows." Later  he 
wrote t h a t  i n  h i s  opin ion young Mrs. Leakey was " a cunning young woman" 
whose ob jec t  was money - i n  a word, a blacknailer.23 Wentworth was disposed 
t o  t r e a t  t he  matter l i g h t l y ,  even l ight-heartedly.  "I w i l l  enquire a f t e r  
Mrs. Leakey and her errand", he wrote t o  Laud, "and w i l l  l ea rn  what the Dev i l  
hath  t o  say t o  the  bishop o f  Waterford. Sure I am the Ear l  o f  Cork wisheth 
them together already"24, and l a t e r  he wrote, "I hear nothing more o f  
Mrs. Leakey o r  her f am i l i a r ,  but  i f  money be t h a t  they aim at ,  i t  must be a 
strong and c r a f t y  d e v i l  t h a t  gets anything ou t  o f  the bishop's purse."25 

Whatever rumours were i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  about Atherton they d i d  not  prevent 
Wentworth from considering him f o r  another bishopric, as "one we l l  versed i n  
t h e  p a r t  o f  a sol  i c i t o r . "  Ear l y  i n  1638, when Richard Boyle was about t o  be 
t rans la ted  from Cork t o  Tuam, Wentworth recmended Atherton f o r  the impending 
vacancy as "a marvellous instrument t o  s e t t l e  the bishopr ic o f  Cork, Cloyne and 
Ross by recovering a t  l e a s t  1800 a year t o  those churches, which cannot be 
begun by t h i s  bishop t h a t  hath already closed h i s  hands so as f o r  t h i s  time he 
cannot s t i r  ."26 Wentworth's recomnendation, a1 though embodied i n  a King ' S  
l e t t e r ,  was no t  acted upon, and no t  Atherton but  Chappell, the provost o f  
T r i n i t y  , was appointed t o  ~ o r k . 2 7  Atherton remained a t  Waterford, but the end 
o f  h i s  career was soon t o  come. 

I n  1640 a charge o f  serious imnora l i t y  was brought against  Atherton, 
namely, o f  sodomy w i th  h i s  steward John Child. The accusation was made i n  a 
p e t i t i o n  t o  the I r i s h  House o f  Comnons, which on 17th June appointed ce r t a i n  
o f  i t s  members t o  l a y  the p e t i t i o n  before the l o r d  deputy, now Lord Wandesford.28 
According t o  a contemporary l e t t e r  the bishop repudiated the charge i n  question, 
bu t  d i d  not  deny the comnission o f  ce r t a i n  acts of adu l tery  and forn icat ion.  



b .  
The Strange Case of  Bishop John Atherton. 

Being placed on b a l l  he attended w l t h  the other l o rds  sph- i tua l  on the l o r d  
deputy I n  C h r i s t  Church, Dublln, but  the l o r d  de u t y  dismissed hlm snd l a t e r  S had him ar rested and comnitted t o  Dubl ln Castle. 9 Unfortunately no record 
I s  ex tan t  o f  Atherton's t r l s l  , which ended i n  h i s  being convicted and sentenced 
t o  death. On 5 t h  December he was hanged, no t  having claimed h i s  r l g h t  as a 
l o r d  s p i r i t u a l  t o  su f f e r  death by beheading. He was no t  fo rma l l y  degraded 
from episcopal orders due t o  the sudden death o f  the l o r d  deputy on the eve o f  
the execution, so he d ied  a bishop, but  on the morning o f  h i s  execution he 
was deprived by T r i n i t y  College o f  h i s  D.D. Degree. Atherton by h i s  own wish 
was bur ied i n  the churchyar o f  St.Johnts, Dublin, i n  an obscure corner used 
f o r  the depos i t  o f  rubbish. 4 1 

Doubt has always surrounded the question o f  Atherton's g u i l t  on the 
charge f o r  which he was condemned, and the debate continued i n t o  the fo l lowing 
century. By many the unfortunate bishop has been regarded as the v i c t i m  o f  a 
conspiracy on the  p a r t  o f  those whose f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  he threatened. 
Atherton's accuser, Chi ld, was himself t o  suf fer  on a cap i t a l  charge. 

A f t e r  h;. -0ndemnation Atherton was v i s i t e d  i n  p r i son  by Nicholas Bernard, 
dean of Ardaj l l  and a t  one time chaplain t o  archbishop Ussher. I n  h i s  
The Peni tent  Death o f  a Woefull Sinner, which ran i n t o  several edi t ions,  
Bernard l e f t  a de ta i l ed  account o f  Atherton's l a s t  days and h i s  execution. His 
a t t i t u d e  dur ing h i s  t r i a l ,  Bernard says, was "by a l l  condemned", bu t  i n  pr ison 
i t  changed t o  one o f  humble penitence. Bernard pro fer red himsel f  as a 
s p i r i t u a l  ad: r t o  Atherton and attended him d a i l y  t o  prepare him f o r  death. 
By "represent ing unto him the most compassionate merci fu l  nature o f  God, 
w i l l i n g  y e t  t o  be f r iends  w i t h  him, so ap t  t o  forg ive and f o r g e t  a l l  i n j u r i es " ,  
Bernard brought the pr isoner t o  an assurance of pardon and peace o f  mind.33 

.Atherton acknowledged the j u s t i c e  o f  God i n  b r ing ing  about h i s  condemnation. 
He confessed h i s  "reading o f  naughty books, viewing o f  imnodest pictures, 
frequenting of plays and drunkenness."33 He confessed a lso  h i s  "toe much zeal 
and forwardness both i n  introducing and pressing some church innovations and 
i n  d i v i d i n g  himsel f  from the House o f  Convocation anno 1634, i n  opposit ion t o  
the  A r t i c l e s  ~f I re land  then voted t o  be r e c e i v e d 3  purpose t o  please some 
men's persoi. 4 He said t h a t  the one who had corrupted him i n  h i s  youth 
had r e c e n t l y  unexpectedly v i s i t e d  him, and the s i g h t  of him was as t h  gh a 
ghost had come t o  warn him o f  a "present vengeance drawing n igh him. .91 
Bernard c i t e s  as evidence of Atherton's repentance "h is  g i v i ng  sa t i s f ac t i on  
t o  any t h a t  he had wronged even i n  small matters; h i s  sending f o r  some t h a t  
were mean persons and asking t h e i r  forgiveness; those hhoin he had prosecuted 
too b i t t e r l j  ' ?  the High Comnission Court, endeavouring t o  the uttermost t o  
take o f f  t h e i r  f ines; h i s  care f o r  sa t i s f y i ng  h i s  smallest debts."36 

I n  h i s  l a s t  speech a t  the gallows, according t o  Bernard, Atherton 
acknowledged t he  moral, though not  the legal ,  j u s t i c e  o f  h i s  condemnation. He 
be l ieved t h a t  the j u r y  were honest gentlemen and gave t h e i r  ve rd i c t  
conscient iously,  and o f  the judges he said t h a t  "though some o f  them were ho t  
aga inst  him, he imputed i t  only  t o  t h e i r  zeal against  vice." He confessed 
"h is  neg lect  of pub l i c  preaching and catechis ing i n  the church and p r i va te  
prayers i n  h i s  family, fo r  which s ins  o f  Omission he was given over t o  s ins  
o f  comnission, f o r  the neglect o f  the comnandments o f  the f i r s t  tab le  l e t  f a l l  
i n t o  breach of the second. Nevertheless, declared Bernard, Atherton continued 
t o  deny " the main t h i ng  i n  the indictment which the law l a i d  hold of ,  and 
which hath been since confirmed by h i s  ch ie f  accuser a t  h i s  execution also."37 
For Bernard, then, Atherton was the v i c t i m  o f  a miscarr iage o f  j us t i ce .  He 
might  accept h i s  f a t e  as merited by h i s  general sinfulness, but  o f  the  
p a r t i c u l a r  charge on which he was condemned he maintained, and Bernard 
bel ieved, h i s  innocence. Bernard re fe r red  t o  the subsequent execution o f  
Ather ton 's  c h i e f  accuser , but  d i d  not  say on what charge he was executed, 
whether sodomy o r  (as was l a t e r  a l leged) per jury .  
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I n  the circumstances o f  the time,a c r im ina l  case invo lv ing a bishop 
was c e r t a l n  t o  be exp lo l ted by those who wished t o  d i s c r e d i t  episcopacy. 
With in a few months of Atherton's execution, and sho r t l y  before the pub l i ca t ion  
of Bernard ' S  Peni tent  Death, there had appeared what Bernard ca l led  a 
"scandalous rhyning pamphlet,38 i n  the form o f  a poem pr in ted  i n  London and 
e n t i t l e d  The L i f e  and Death of John Atherton, Lord Bishop o f  Waterford and 
Lysmore w i t h i n  the Kingdom o f  I re land,  borne neare Bridqwater i n  Somersetshire, 
who fo r  Incest ,  Buggery and many other tnonnous Crimes, a f t e r  having l i v e d  a 
v i c i ous  L i f e  d ied  a Shameful Death. Th is  crude poem, the work o f  a fanat ic ,  
i s  a sustained a t tack  on at her ton.'^ moral character. Even when he was a young 
man 

"So f a r  baseness d i d  i n  him p reva i le  
The unto l u s t  he se t  himself t o  sa i l e ,  
Deflowered v i r g i ns ,  marriage-beds d e f i l d e  
With many other v i t i o u s  crimes t oo  v i l d e  
To be conceived . . . . . . . 
L a s t l y  through pride, h igh f a r e  and l u s t f u l 1  l i f e  
Inces t  comnitted w i t h  the s i s t e r  o f  h i s  wife 
For which he sued h i s  pardon and then f l e d  
To I r e l and  where a worser l i f e  he l ed  ." 

The bishop, so the poem re la tes,  was wont t o  take aphrodisiacs t o  provoke h i s  
desire,  and no woman was safe from h i s  advances. F i n a l l y  there took place the 
offence whic was the imnediate cause o f  h i s  downfal l ,  an ac t  o f  sodomy w i t h  S 9 h i s  proctor ,  John Chi ld:  

"Suppose a D e v i l l  from t h ' i n f e r n a l  p i t ,  
More monster-l i k e  than ere was D e v i l l  yet ,  
Contrary t o  course, tak ing a male f i e n d  
To sodomize w i t h  him; such was t he  mind 
O f  t h i s  Lord Bishop; he d i d  take a ch i l de  
By name, n o t  years, ac t ing a sinne so v i l d e  
As i s  forenam'd; t h i s  Chi lde a Proctor  too." 

On the  t i t l e -page  o f  the poem Ch i ld  i s  s ta ted t o  have been executed i n  March 
1641, " a t  Bandon Bridges, condemned thereto  a t  the Assizes holden a t  ~orke . "40  
The s to r y  o f  t he  appar i t i on  t o  young Mrs. Leakey and her message o f  warning t o  
Atherton i n  I r e l and  f i gu res  i n  the poem. 

I n t e r e s t  i n  the  case o f  Atherton continued, as shown by the appearance o f  
several ed i t i ons  o f  Bernard ' S  Peni tent  Death dur ing the seventy years fo l lowing 
h i s  execution. Among those who be1 ieved him t o  have been the v i c t im  o f  a 
miscarr iaqe o f  j u s t i c e  was Dr. John King, Rector o f  Chelsea, the author (thouqh 
h i s  name does not appear) of 

- 
aaainst  a l a t e  P a r t i a l  Ed i t i on  o f  Dr. Bernard's Relat ion. This ~ a m ~ h l e t .  which - r - 

appeared i n  1 110, was a reply t o  an ed i t i on  o f  the Peni tent  ~ e a t h  i n  whi ih  the 
e d i t o r  had inser ted  on tbe t i t l e - ~ a q e  a statement t h a t  Atherton was convicted 
of the s i n  o f  uncleanness w i t h  a cow and other creatures."41 King bel ieved 
t h a t  Atherton's execution had been brought about by ce r t a i n  o f  those whose 
resentment he had incurred by h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  recover propert ies belonging t o  
t he  b i  shopric . The see o f  Waterford being a poor one, the need for  a competent 
l i v e l  ihood had compel led  him t o  seek t h e i r  recovery, bu t  King had t o  admit t h a t  
Atherton was no t  always wise i n  the manner i n  which he prosecuted h i s  claims. 
He was o f  a "proud, passionate and l i t i g i o u s  temper", and on h i s  own confession, 
as recorded by Bernard, he save t o  h i s  lawsui ts  t ime and a t ten t ion  which had 
be t t e r  been devoted t o - t h e  i p i r i t u a l  dut ies  of h i s  office,and was a t  times 
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g u i l t y  o f  " taking advantages and overreaching men", f o r  which he sought t o  
make sa t i s f ac t i on  before h i s  death.@ That Atherton should I n  these 
circumstances have become the  v i c t i m  of I n j u s t i c e  was not surprlslng, f o r  as 
King observed, "when a man f a l l s  under the general hatred, prejudice and 
obloquy o f  men, It i s  no d i f f i c u l t  matter upon slender proofs t o  induce them 
t o  be l ieve him g u i l t y  and conv lc t  him of any crimes objected against him."43 
But of Atherton's innocence i n  reppect of the of fence w i t h  which he was charged 
King had no doubt, f o r  the  c h i e f  witness against  him confessed t o  having 
given fa lse testimony, and i t  was incred ib le  t h a t  a man long married and 
"of h i s  years, education and func t ion  should be g u i l  o f  so unnatural and 
b ru ta l  a piece o f  l u s t  as t h a t  he was charged with."!{ The f a c t  t ha t  
Atherton made a f u l l  confession o f  h i s  past  s ins  and gave evidence o f  h i s  
genuine repentance, and y e t  t o  the end denied the p a r t i c u l a r  offence alleged 
against  him, c l e a r l y  pointed t o  h i s  innocence. 

I n  an appendix King quoted two l e t t e r s  i n  support o f  Atherton's 
innocence. Nei ther the  w r i t e r s '  nor the r e c i p i e n t s '  names are given, but i t  
happens t h a t  the  o r i g i n a l s  o f  the l e t t e r s  are inser ted  i n  a copy o f  the 1641 
e d i t i o n  o f  the Peni tent  Death i n  the B r i t i s h  L ib ra ry .  

The f i r s t  l e t t e r ,  dated 20th March, 1709/10, was w r i t t e n  by Thomas M i l l s ,  
who was bishop o f  Waterford 1708-1740. I n  rep l y  t o  King's request f o r  
information concerning Atherton,Mi l ls  wrote t o  say t h a t  he had found " a l l  the 
cred i tab le ,  sensible people of the c i t y  and diocese o f  Waterford possessed 
w i t h  an opinion o f  h i s  innocence as t o  the crime f o r  which he came t o  so 
ignominious an end", and t h a t  i t  was comnonly bel ieved t h a t  " he was brought t o  
h i s  death by the contr ivance and conspiracy o f  a c e r t a i n  number of men who 
were s e t  on work t o  prevent f u r t h e r  t roub le  from the said bishop about lands 
i n  d i  y t e  between them, and therefore they resolved t o  have him out  o f  the 
way. dE 

The second l e t t e r ,  dated 27th March , 1710, and bearing the s i  nature, 
A. Alcock, was addressed t o  Bishop M i l l s ,  who forwarded i t  t o  King. 86 
According t o  the w r i t e r  a l l  the papers r e l a t i n g  t o  Atherton's t r i a l  had been 
destroyed, " there having been a general sweep made o f  almost a l l  records 
whatsoever i n  the  war t h a t  imnediately succeeded the  bishop's execution ." 
Among the people of Waterford, both Roman Cathol ics and Protestants, i t  was, 
said the  wr i te r ,  widely bel ieved t h a t  he was innocent o f  the  offence charged 
against  him and the v i c t i m  o f  resentment due t o  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  recover the lands 
of h i s  see. The s to r y  o f  b e s t i a l i t y  w i t h  a cow was "most notor ious ly  fa lse",  
as the  offence charged against  him was t h a t  o f  " too  much freedom w i th  h i s  own 
steward, one Ch i ld  by name."47 The ch ie f  witness against  Atherton, who l a t e r  
before h i s  own execution confessed t o  per jury,  was a menial servant o f  the 
bishop, " a most p r o f l i g a t e  wicked fe l low",  who f l e d  t o  England w i t h  a purse 
of money bel ieved t o  be the  reward f o r  h i s  per jury .  (The "ch ie f  witness" here 
appears t o  be d is t ingu ished from Child, and a steward could hardly be reckoned 
a "menial servant ." There may be some confusion on the p a r t  o f  the wr i te r ) .  
Another who gave testimony against  Atherton, according t o  Alcock, was Howl  l 
Powell, "upon whom the  bishop had formerly been somewhat severe i n  h i s  court." 
Powell was a man of some substance, but a f t e r  the bishop's death nothing 
prospered w i t h  him, and h i s  w i f e  a t t r i bu ted  t h e i r  misfortunes t o  God's 
judgement on her husband f o r  the f a l s e  testimony which he had given against the 
bishop. S im i la r  misfortunes, the l e t t e r  continues, b e f e l l  others concerned i n  
the bishop's prosecution. White, the Roman Cathol ic s h e r i f f  responsible f o r  
the bishop's ar rest ,  f e l l  from opulence i n t o  poverty and was compelled t o  l i v e  
on cha r i t y .  Atherton's c h i e f  prosecutor, the c i t y  recorder, Pierce Butler, 
was one o f  those from whom the  bishop had recovered lands. He was believed t o  
have suborned the bishop's servant - ev ident ly  the "p ro f l i ga te  wicked fe l low" 
mentioned above - t o  g ive  evidence against him. Once more an element o f  the 
psychic enters i n t o  the narra t ive,  f o r  Alcock t e l l s  how But le r  was reported t o  
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have gone mad a f t e r  the bishop's execution and t o  have seen the bishop's ghost 
before him. Various ca lami t ies  overtook the members o f  But ler 's  fami ly,  
and the house which he had occupied remained fo r  long untenanted owing t o  the 
presence o f  the ghost, a s t o r y  f o r  whose t r u t h  Alcock es not  vouch bu t  c i t e s  
as evidence o f  popular be1 i e f  i n  Atherton's innocence. 8 

A rep l y  t o  King appeared i n  the fo l low ing  year, 1711, i n  the shape o f  a 
pamphlet, Bishop Ather ton 's  Case discussed i n  a Le t t e r  t o  the Author o f  a l a t e  
pamphlet e n t i t l e d ,  The Case of John Atherton, Bishop of Waterford i n  I re land,  
f a i r l y  represented,- the e d i t o r  o f  which disavowed any in ten t ion  of aspersing 
" the sacred order o f  episcopac.~, f o r  which I have the hishest veneration" and 
declared h i s  purpose t o  be t h a t - o f  exposing " the hideous-sin o f  unnatural 
lewdness."50 The i n t e r e s t  o f  the  pamphlet l i e s  i n  two narra t ives which i t  
contains, one by a c e r t a i n  John Pr ice,  who claimed t o  have been present a t  
Atherton's execution, and the other by John Quick, described as a "Minister  o f  
the Gospel". The l a t t e r  purported t o  g ive  "a t r u e  and amazing r e l a t i o n  of the 
notor ious uncleanness, incest ,  sodomy and murder comnitted by D r .  John 
Atherton, Lord Bishop o f  Waterford i n  the Kingdom o f  I re land apparent, 
undoubted and prodigiogf  appar i t i on  t h a t  was ever heard of, enough t o  convince 
the greatest  a the is t . "  

According t o  Pr ice,  Atherton was charged by h i s  own servant w i th  sodomy 
and by a woman w i t h  rape, and before h i s  execution confessed h i s  g u i l t .  Pr ice 
gives the fo l low ing  vers ion o f  Atherton's l a s t  words a t  the gallows : " I am 
come t o  pay my l a s t  debt  here, the  f i r s t  o f  my coat t h a t  I know i n  t h i s  kind. 
I pray God I may be the  l a s t .  I bel ieve i t  i s  known t o  you a l l  what i s  l a i d  
t o  my charge, and f o r  which 1 received sentence o f  death. I do here before the 
Lord, h i s  ho ly  angels and you a l l ,  own the sentence against me t o  be jus t ,  
and t h a t  I was g u l l  ty o f  t he  charge brought against  me."52 This, f o r  what i t  
i s  worth, represents a d i r e c t  con t rad ic t ion  o f  Bernard's assert ion t h a t  
Atherton t o  the l a s t  denied t h a t  he was g u i l t y  o f  the  pa r t i cu l a r  offence o f  
which he was convicted. 

John Quick 's  na r ra t i ve  i s  s ta ted t o  have been p r in ted  from an account 
i n  h i s  own handwrit ing and signed by him i n  1690. This John Quick, the date 
of whose death i s  g iven as 1706, i s  t o  be i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  John Quick , o f  l 

Exeter College, Oxford, successively incumbent o f  Kingsbridge and Br i x ton  
Devon, m in i s t e r  o f  the  Engl ish congregation a t  Middlebur j  i n  Holland, and 
pastor o f  a nonconformist congregation i n  Smithf ie ld,  London. I n  1663 he was 
sentenced t a term of imprisonment f o r  continuing t o  o f f i c i a t e  a f t e r  re fusa l  
t o  conform. g3 

Quick t e l l s  t he  s to r y  o f  Susannah Leakey's appearance i n  ghost ly form t o  
her daughter-in-law, E l izabeth and of her charge t o  the l a t t e r  t o  warn her 
uncle t h a t  unless he repented of a ce r t a i n  sin, he would be hanged. The s i n  
i n  question was the  murder o f  the  in fan t  which Atherton had begotten by h i s  
wi fe 's niece i n  Barnstaple. Atherton, according t o  the ghost ly Mrs. Leakey, 
"got my brother 's  daughter w i t h  ch i l d ,  and I del ivered her o f  a g i r l ,  which 
as soon as he had baptised I pinched the t h roa t  o f  i t  and strangled it, and 
he smoked i t  over a pan of charcoal t h a t  i t  might no t  s t ink ,  and buried i t  i n  
a chamber o f  the house." The c u r t  response o f  the bishop has already been 
mentioned, as a lso  t he  r e j e c t i o n  o f  young Mrs. Leakey's s to ry  both by the 
P r i vy  Council and by the  comnission se t  up by the bishop o f  Bath and Walls. 

Quick 's  na r ra t i ve  now becomes s t i l l  more remarkable, and again a psychic 
element enters i n .  I n  1639 a young apprentice i n  Barnstaple named Chamberlain 
claimed, according t o  Quick, t o  have seen on several occasions the 
appar i t ions o f  a young woman car ry ing a new-born t h i l d ,  and o f  an o ld  man 
s i t t i n g  on h i s  bed. One n i g h t  he was t o l d  by the l a t t e r  t o  go t o  a ce r t a i n  
room i n  the house where he would f i n d  two s i l v e r  pots under the floor-boards. 
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One po t  was f u l l  of gold and t h l s  he was t o  keep. The other  po t  he was on 
no account t o  open but was t o  take l t l ntac t  t o  h i s  master's daughter l n 
Males, a Mrs. Betty, nfece t o  Bishop Atherton. (The name Be t t y  ra ises a 
qoestion. This Mrs. Be t ty  could be, as Theo Brown hints,the remarried widow 
of Wi l l iam Leakey, Alexander's brother, but  Bet ty  i s  a lso a shor t  form o f  
El izabeth.  I f  there i s  confusion i t  i s  t yp i ca l  o f  the s to r i es  surrounding 
Atherton).  The young man du ly  took the s i l v e r  pot  t o  Mrs. Betty,  who a year 
l a t e r  f e l l  ill and died, leaving a l l  her property t o  her maid on condi t ion 
t h a t  she took the s i l v e r  pot  t o  the bishop o f  Waterford, w i t h  the message 
t h a t  " i f  he d i d  not  repent o f  the s i n  he knew himself t o  be g u i l t y  o f  he 
would be hanged." When news o f  t h i s  bequest, and the condi t ion attached t o  
it, became known, the s i l v e r  pot  was impounded by the magistrate, and on being 
opened i t  was found t o  contain the skeleton o f  an in fan t .  A repo r t  was sent 
t o  the P r i v  Council, which despatched an order t o  Dublin f o r  the a r res t  of E t he  bishop. 4 No record o f  t h i s ,  however, i s  t o  be found i n  the Acts o f  the 
P r i v y  Council. Quick 's nar ra t i ve  bears a1 l the marks o f  improbabi l i ty ,  
c redu l i t y ,  and a n t i  -episcopal prejudice.  

Other evidence may be c i t e d  o f  the d i v i s i o n  o f  opinion concerning 
Atherton's g u i l t .  Among those who bel ieved him t o  be g u i l t y  was Alexander 
Clogie, son-in-law and chaplain t o  bishop W i l l i a m  Bedell o f  Kilmore, and i n  
t h i s  he may have been inf luenced by the f a c t  t h a t  Atherton had been a member 
of the cour t  which convicted Archibald Adair, bishop o f  K i l l a l a ,  o f  sed i t ion 
and was " f i e r c e s t  against him". Adair and Clogie were f e l l o w  Scots, and 
Bedel l  had s t r i v e n  t o  prevent Adai r 's  depr ivat ion.  Clogie wrote o f  Atherton 
i n  h i s  MS L i f e  o f  Bedell (1675), "This p re la te  was by j u s t  judgement o f  60d 
accused, arraigned and condemned f o r  i n i q u i t i e s  f a r  above a l l  t h a t  i s  l e f t  
on record concerning ~odom."55 I t was Adair who succeeded Athertan i n  the 
b i  S hopr i  c o f  Wa t e r f  ord. 

Walter Ha r r i s  i n  h i s  e d i t i o n  o f  S i r  James Ware's Whole Works (1764) 
accepted the f a c t  of Atherton's g u i l t ,  maintaining tha% the  language o f  
Atherton's confession could be construed on ly  as r e f e r r i n g  t o  a spec i f i c  
cr ime and no t  simply t o  the "comnission o f  comnon f r a i l t i e s . "  Har r i s  f u r t he r  
observed t h a t  "S i r  James Ware a t  the t ime o f  Bishop Atherton's execution was 
a member o f  t he  Pr ivy  Council and had oppor tun i t ies  enough o f  knowing the 
t r u t h  and zeal enough t o  declare it, i f  there had been room t o  have acquitted 
him. "56 

A champion o f  Atherton's innocence was Thomas Carte i n  h i s  L i f e  o f  Ormonde 
(1736). Here Atherton's downfal l  i s  o u t r i g h t l y  a t t r i bu ted  t o  the  t a r 1  o f  Cork. 
The Ear l ,  reputed the r i c h e s t  man i n  I re land, had, according t o  Carte, "gotten 
i n t o  h i s  hand too  much o f  the patrimony o f  the  Church, which i n  those times 
l a y  exposed a c m o n  and easy prey t o  the depradations o f  g rea t  men." Having 
recovered f o r  the  bishopr ic the manor o f  Ardmore, Atherton continued t o  sue f o r  
t h e  remainder of the lands, and "being we l l  q u a l i f i e d  by h i s  t a l en t s  and s p i r i t  
t o  go through w i t h  the s u i t ,  f e l l  (as there i s  too much reason t o  th ink )  a 
s a c r i f i c e  t o  t h a t  l i t i g a t i o n  ra ther  than t o  jus t i ce ,  when he suf fered f o r  a 
pretended crime o f  a secret nature." This miscarriage o f  j us t i ce ,  i n  Carte's 
view was f a c i l i t a t e d  by the  po l i c y  o f  the times, by which "everything was 
encouraged t h a t  would throw a scandal on t h a t  order o f  men and render episcopacy 
odious."57 

Mystery surrounds t he  question o f  the j u s t i c e  o f  Atherton's convict ion, 
and there i s  no record o f  the t r i a l  extant  t o  help us i n  e luc ida t ing  it: 
nevertheless an attempt w i l l  be made t o  reach an opinion on such evidence as 
i s  ava i lab le .  

The element o f  the ghost ly  o r  psychic f igu res  prominent i n  the  Atherton 
s to ry ,  but  i t  would be ou t  o f  place here t o  discuss the question o f  the 
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o b j e c t i v l t  o r  authent ic t ty  of such phenomena as apparit ions, I n  t h i s  case 
a sceptlca 7 approach would appear t o  be J u s t i f  fed, and Tkeo Brown says of the 
Leakey famf ly ,  the ghostly Hrs. Leakey and the al leged happenings I n  Minehead 
and Barnstaple, " the documentary evidence i s  both scattered and scanty, 
though there i s  an abundance of rumour and gossip which seems only t o  increase 
the d i f f i c u l t y  o f  a r r i v i ng  a t  a coherent narra t ive. "  Her conclusion i s  t h a t  
there was no ghost o f  the o ld  Mrs. Leakey a t  a l l ,  and tha t  i t was a s tory  
concocted by her daughter-in-law f o r  the purpose o f  blackmail ing the bishop, 
which i n  f a c t  was what Laud euspected when the s to ry  f i r s t  reached him. 
Credul i ty ,  love o f  the sensational, and anti-episcopal prejudice elaborated 
the s to ry  u n t i l  i t  at ta ined i t s  f u l l  development i n  the narra t ive o f  John Quick. 

I t  i s  hard ly  cred ib le  t ha t  Atherton was s u i t e  such an unashamed sexual 
p ro f l i ga te  as he- was represented t o  be by the 'author of The L i f e  and Death o f  
John Atherton, but  on h i s  own admission he was a man o f  loose sexual morals, 
and may we l l  have comnitted adul tery w i t h  h i s  s is ter - in- law and w i th  other 
women.- Laud and Wentworth, as we have seen, had reservations about Atherton's 
f i tness  t o  be a bishop, though for Wentworth t h i s  doubt was overridden by 
Atherton's a b i l i t y  f o r  theUso l i c i t i ng  part." On the question o f  Atherton's 
g u i l t  o f  the  pa r t i cu la r  offence o f  which he was convicted we have t o  decide 
whether o r  no t  t o  accept Bernard's word t h a t  t o  the end he denied "the main 
th ing  i n  the  indictment which the law l a i d  hold o f "  and the veraci ty o f  
Atherton i n  making t h a t  denial.  His f rank confession o f  h i s  past s i n fu l  l i f e  
and h i s  mani fest  penitence argue i n  favour o f  accepting Atherton's word on 
t h i s  po in t .  Moreover Bernard t e l l s  us t h a t  a t  h i s  t r i a l  Atherton was so 
confident t h a t  h i s  innocence would be establ ished t h a t  he d id  not  challenge the 
foreman o f  the ju ry ,  whom he knew t o  be outlawed.58 Against Bernard's testimony 
must be s e t  t h a t  o f  Pr ice t o  the e f f e c t  t h a t  before h i s  execution Atherton d i d  
confess h i s  g u i l t  o f  the charge, but  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  know what value t o  
a t tach  t o  t h i s ,  and a general confession might have been construed as a spec i f i c  
confession o f  g u i l t .  The statement of Bernard and others t h a t  at her ton!^ ch ie f  
accuser was himsel f  the subject o f  a cap i t a l  charge and before h i s  execution 
confessed t o  having given f a l se  evidence against the bishop, does not  appear 
t o  have been denied o r  even questioned. Granting Atherton's innocence o f  the 
spec i f i c  charge on which he was convicted, i t  could be argued t h a t  he must have 
been known t o  have engaged i n  homosexual as we l l  as heterosexual practices f o r  
t h e  accusation t o  have been colourably brought against him, and t h i s  f i nds  some 
support i n  Atherton's own reference t o  the "corrupter o f  h i s  youth". His 
confession of "reading naughty books" and "viewing imnodest pictures" shows him 
t o  have courted sexual temptatrions , leading him t o  the comnission o f  imnoral 
acts,  perhaps o f  more than one kind. Acknowledging tha t  h i s  vices were the 
cause o f  h i s  downfal l  Atherton seems a t  the end t o  have regarded h i s  impending 
execution as the f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  a death-wish and as a way o f  making expiat ion 
f o r  a l i f e  which he could only look back upon w i th  shame.59 

Roman Cathol ic-Protestant animosities do not seem t o  have played any 
s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  i n  the Atherton a f f a i r ,  and Atherton t e s t i f i e d  tha t  "none o f  
the  Romish Church, though d i f f e r i ng  from me i n  points o f  re l ig ion ,  had a hand 
i n  t h i s  complaint against me."60 and according t o  Alcock there were Roman 
Catho l ics  among those most convinced o f  Atherton's innocence. 

The e f f o r t s  o f  the bishops t o  recover church lands, i n  which they had the 
strong support o f  Wentworth and Laud, unquestionably l e d  t o  resentment on the 
p a r t  o f  l a y  landowners. One o f  the charges brought against Wentworth a t  h i s  
t r i a l  was h i s  treatment o f  the ear l  o f  Cork over a s u i t  f o r  the re turn o f  
c e r t a i n  lands from which he had been evicted by Wentworth's orders.61 Others 
besides Cork were involved i n  disputes w i t h  Atherton over lands, among them, 
as mentioned i n  Alcock's l e t t e r ,  Pierce But ler ,  recorder o f  Cork. Two orders 
of the I r i s h  Parliament, dated 7th  August 1641, copies o f  which are preserved 
among the HSS i n  Marsh's Library, ~ub l in ,62  reversed a decree o f  the Chancery 
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Court grant lng Atherton possesslon of the townlands o f  Donnaghmore I n  
County T lpperar agalnst But ler ,  and authorlsed But le r  t o  recover the 
ra tes on these ! ands from Atherton's widow. 

The E a r l  of Cork, Richard Boyle, was the one most a f fected by the 
a c t i v i t y  o f  Atherton, and Carte named him e x p l i c i t l y  as the author o f  
Atherton's downfall, but  ce r ta in  questions need t o  be answered. Cork may 
have been avaricious and unscrupulous, but would h i s  lack o f  scruple have l e d  
him t o  the length o f  v i r t u a l  murder ? Does Cork ' S  absence i n  England a t  the 

63 t ime proceedings were comnencedagainst Atherton cons t i t u te  a s u f f i c i e n t  a l i b i ?  
Could a hand have been taken i n  the a f f a i r  by Walley, Cork's agent. who had no 
love f o r  Atherton and ca l led  him " tha t  most proud and i n s u l t i n g  bishopM?64 
Walley c l e a r l y  regarded Ather n as the main opponent o f  h i s  master's i n te res t s  
and rejoiced a t  h i s  downfall. l8 "The Almighty casts down the  proud and l o f t y  
from t h e i r  seats", he wrote t o  h i s  master, c i t i n g  as examples Wentworth, 
Wandesford and "the bishop o f  Waterford who ended h i s  l i f e  w i t h  a ha1 ter."66 
Cork's character was a complex one and by no means wholly admirable, but  
Nicholas Canny i n  h i s  recent work, The Upstart Ear l ,  has shown t h a t  the 
comnonly held judgement o f  him owes too much t o  what was i d  of him by h i s  
opponents, and among them Uentworth, t o  be e n t i r e l y  just.b9 Although he makes 
reference t o  the case o f  Atherton, Canny does not connect h i s  downfal l  t o  any 
machination on the pa r t  o f  Cork. Professor G.V. Jourdan spread the 
respons ib i l i t y  more widely when he represented the Atherton a f f a i r  as " a 
concocted business on the pa r t  o f  church-land-grabbers, Protestant and Romanist", 
g iv ing  the impression tha t  more were involved i n  the a f f a i r  than perhaps 
ac tua l l y  were .68 

That a concocted charge against Atherton was not  beyond the bounds o f  
p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  shown by the conspiracy of which Archbishop Sandys of York was 
the  v i c t i m  i n  1582. S i r  Robert Stapleton bribed an innkeeper i n  Doncaster t o  
introduce a woman i n t o  the archbishop's bedchamber whi le he was staying there 
on a v i s i t a t i o n ,  so t ha t  Stapleton could blackmail the archbishop i n t o  grant ing 
him a favourable lease o f  ce r ta in  archiepiscopal manors.69 I f  Atherton was 
the v i c t im  o f  what nowadays would be ca l l ed  a "frame up" on the  p a r t  b f  those 
whose i n te res t s  he had threatened i n  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  recover the Church's 
patrimony, i t  was because there were fac to rs  i n  h i s  character and mode o f  l i f e  
which rendered him thus vulnerable. This i s  the  most probablg explanation o f  
h i s  fate,  though i t  does not  e n t i r e l y  d ispel  the element of mystery which 
surrounds the strange case o f  Bishop John Atherton. 

N O T E S  

Dic t ionary o f  National Biography, "Atherton, John". 
Theo Brown, "The Ghost o f  Old Mrs. Leakey" i n  H.R. E l l i s  Davidson and 
W.M.S.   us sell (edd.) The Folk Lore o f  Ghosts (Folk Lore Society 1981). 
Miss Brown sets the Atherton s to ry  , i n  which a psychic element l a rge l y  
f igures,  i n  the context o f  West Country f o l  k - lo re  and superst t t ion.  
Anthony Wood, Athenae Oxonienses , I I ,p ,891 . 
The f u l l e s t  account o f  t h i s  a s ~ e c t  of Wentworth's career w i l l  be found i n  - - .  . 

H.F.Kearney, St ra f ford i n  1reland (1959). See a lso Aidan Clarke, "The 
Goverment o f  Wentworth 1632 - '40" i n  'A  New H is to ry  o f  I re land '  (ed. 
Moody,Martin and Byrne) I11  ,pp.258-9. 
Wentworth t o  Laud, 13th Ap r i l ,  1635 (Let ter  Book 6, S t ra f f o rd  MSS i n  
Shef f ie ld  City L ibrary)  . Grateful  acknowledgement i S made t o  Ear l  
F i  t z w i l  liam, the Wentworth Estates Company, and the Shef f ie ld  City 
L ib ra r ian  f o r  permission t o  consul t  and quote from these MSS. 
Laud t o  Wentworth, 12th May, 1635. A s im i l a r  request had been made e a r l i e r ,  
as appears from the fo l lowing correspondence: Bramhall t o  Laud, 21st 
August, 1634, "The Lord Chancellor has w r i t t en  l o t  you on behalf o f  h i s  



I f .  
The Strange Case of  Bishop John Atherton. 

chapla in  fo r  a dispensation, He deserves we1 l o f  the Church, and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h i s  Convocation has behaved w i t h  much judgement and 
moderation." Laud t o  Bramhall, 1 s t  October, 1634, "I am glad the 
Lord Chancellor o f  I re land  i s  so good a f r i e n d  t o  the Church, but  f o r  
h i s  chaplain, M r .  Atherton, there can be no good done i n  the way which i s  
desired." Hastings MSS, I V .  60 ( H i s t o r i c a l  MSS Comnission 78, Vol.IV, 
pp. 60 & 62.) 
Wentworth 20 Laud, 14th July,  1635. 
Wentworth t o  Laud, 3rd January, 1635/6. 
Laud t o  Wentworth, 23rd January, 1635/6. 
Wentworth t o  Laud, 9th March, 1635/6. 
Theo Brown, op.cit., p.146. 
Wentworth t o  Laud, 9th March, 1635/6. 
Laud t o  Wentworth, 8 th  Apr i  1 ,l 636. 
3 .  Rushworth, The Tryal  o f  Thomas Wentworth, Ear l  o f  St ra f ford ,  p.128. 
Wentworth went on t o  say o f  Atherton: "I thought him not  a v ic ious man, 
he proved so and he had h i s  mer i t ,  he suf fered f o r  it. And unless I had 
the inspect ion o f  Almighty God, I suppose t h i s  cannot be l a i d  t o  my charge." 
Wentworth t o  Laud, 28th February, 1636/7 (Le t t e r  Book 7).  
Wentworth t o  Laud, 18th October, 1637. "The agreement made be tw ix t  
the  Ea r l  o f  Cork and Bishop of Waterford i s  indeed t o  my judgement a very 
good one. And now I take i t  much the be t t e r  t h a t  i t  i s  pleasing t o  
your Grace a1 so". 
Calendar o f  State Papers ( I re land) ,  1633-1647,p. 167. "An Act concerning 
Richard, t a r 1  o f  Cork, Lord High Treasurer o f  I re land,  and John, Lord 
Bishop o f  Waterford and Lismore'! was passed i n  October, 1640, by the  
1 r i sh '  House o f  Comnons. (Journals of- the  House of ~ o G o n s  o f  t he  
Kingdom of Ireland, 21st and 22nd October 1640). 

shed Oxford D. Ph i l .  t hes i s  by T.O. Ranger, "The Career o f  
~ i c h a r d  Boyle, F i r s t  Ear l  o f  Cork, 1588-i643", contains a f u l l  account o f  
Atherton's assert ion of episcopal r i g h t s  and recovery o f  episcopal lands. 
Theo Brown, "op.cit., p.142. Miss Brown po in ts  ou t  t h a t  there are  other 
s t o r i e s  o f  witches l u r i n g  ships t o  des t ruc t ion  i n  West Country fo l k - lo re ,  
and she a lso  mentions t h a t  S i r  Walter Scot t  i n  h i s  Le t te rs  on Demonology 
and Wi tchc ra f t  r e fe r s  t o  the Leakey s to r y  as s t i l l  current  i n  h i s  day 
among t he  marfners o f  Minehead. 
Theo Brown, Op.cit., p.143. 
Sta te  Papers i n  Pub1 i c  Record Off i ce ,  l6l /383, Calendar o f  State Papers 
(Domestic) 1637/8, Rol ls  Series, CCCLXXXIII, p.2/6. 
Laud t o  Wentworth, 5 th  December, 1636. 
Laud t o  Wentworth, 5th A p r i l  1637. 
Wentworth t o  Laud, 31st December, 1636. 
Wentworth t o  Laud, 10th July, 1637. 
Wentworth t o  Laud, 7 th  March, 1637/8. Richard Boyle the bishdp was cousin 
t o  t he  Ear l  o f  Cork, but  had incur red h i s  displeasure f o r  the p a r t  he took 
i n  the Youghal College a f f a i r .  The e a r l  re fe r red  t o  him as " the 
pe r f i d i ous  Lord Bishop o f  Cork, my f a i t h l e s s  and unthankful kinsman, whom 
I have ra ised  from being a poor schoolmaster a t  Barnet when he had but a 
s t ipend o f  twenty pounds." Lismore Pa ers, ed.A.B.Grosart, V., p.22 . 

&. C. A. Webster, The Diocese o 
Journals o f  the House o f  Comnons of the Kingdom o f  I re land,  17th Juee 1640. 
A l e t t e r  o f  Walley, Cork's agent t o  Cork,-'2lst July,1640, gives the  charge 
as "sodomy w i th  two youths who waited upon him " and mentions "adulterous 
attempts", s i x  o r  seven quires o f  paper being required t o  d e t a i l  a l l  
Atherton's imnoral i t i es .  (Lismore Castle Papers i n  National L i b ra r y  o f  
I re land,  quoted i n  N. Canny, The Upstar t  Ear l ,  p.164). 



I c .  
The Strange Case o f  Bishop John Atherton. 

JhOTESl Contd . 
Edward Rossington t o  Edward Viscount Conway, 27th Ju l y  1640, i n  Calendar 
o f  State Papers (Domestic), Charles 1, 1640, pp.520-1. The nrlErefers 
30 Atherton's sever i ty  i n  the High Comnission Court against sexual 
offences, and mentions a case i n  which a defendant sentenced by Atherton 
declared i n  cour t  t ha t  the Bishop was g u i l t y  of a l i k e  transgression. 
"This man was afterwards punished i n  the Star Chamber i n  I re land for  
scandalising a judge i n  a cour t  of j u s t i c e  , which he ought not t o  have 
done although what he said had been true, but he ought t o  have taken 
lega l  proceedings against him." 
John Pr ice i n  Bishop Atherton's Case discussed, p.14. 
S t .  John's Church stood i n  Fishamble St reet  close t o  Ch r i s t  Church. 
Founded o r i g i n a l l y  i n  the 12th century the church was three times 
r e b u i l t .  The l a s t  bui ld ing,  dat ing from 1769, was demolished i n  
1884 fo l low ing  the union o f  the par ish w i t h  t h a t  o f  S t .  Werburgh's i n  
1877. The churchyard i s  now i n  the care o f  the Dubl in Corporation. 
Atherton's signature may be seen i n  the vestry-books o f  S t .  John's, 
now preserved i n  S t .  Werburgh's. There was ev ident ly  a large crowd 
a t  Atherton's funeral f o r  a vestry-book of S t .  John's contains the entry, 
"Mending pews a t  my Lord 6 f  Waterford's bur ia l ,  8 sh i l l ings. ' '  (For t h i s  
informat ion the author i s  indebted t o  the l a t e  Canon G.S.McPhai1, r ec to r  
o f  S t .  Werburgh's) . 
Bernard, p e n i t e n t - ~ e a t h  (Society o f  Stationers, Dublin, 1641), p.6. 
i b i d .  D-14. 
The   oh vocation o f  1634 under pressure from Wentworth voted f o r  the 
adoption o f  the English Thir ty-Nine A r t i c l e s  i n  place o f  the I r i s h  A r t i c l es  
o f  1615. I n  the Lower House there was strong support f o r  the re ten t ion  
o f  the  I r i s h  a r t i c l es ,  -but Atherton, who owed h i s  advancement t o  
Wentworth would understandably have been unwi l l i ng t o  oppose him. 
Peni tent Death, p.15 
ib id .  p.16.  
i b i d .  p.26. 
i b i d .  'Preface t o  the Reader." 
"Proctor" meaning the steward o r  manager o f  the bishop's household o r  estate. 
The t e x t  o f  the poem locates Chi ld 's  execution a t  London Bridge, c l e a r l y  
a p r i n t e r ' s  error.  
King, The Case o f  John Atherton F a i r l y  Represented (Luke Stokoe, London 
1710) lJ.9. 
i b id :  bp.14-16; c f .  Bernard Peni tent Death pp.11 and 20. 
i b i d .  p.16. 
i b i d .  p.17. 
i b i d .  p.38. 
The "anon.ymous MS" attached t o  p.539 o f  Vol. I o f  Har r i s ' s  ed i t i on  o f  
The whole- works o f  S i r  James ware i n  the L ib ra ry  o f  T r i n i t y  College, 
~ G . v .  Jourdan i n  A His torv  o f  the Church 
of ~ r e i a n d ,  ed. W. ~ l j s o n  P h i l l i p s ,  Vol.111, p.27, i s  a cbpy o f  pa r t  of' 
Alcock's I h t t e r .  The w r i t e r  i s  there said t o  be "a clergyman promoted 
by Bishop Foy." Nathaniel Foy was bishop o f  Waterford 1691-1708. The 
Rev. A1 exander Alcock was precentor o f  L i  smore 1692-1740, Chancel l or  o f  
Waterford 1699-1740 and Dean o f  Lismore 1725-47. 
King, The Case of John Atherton.Fair-ly Represented, p.39. 
i b i d .  pp.40-41. 
This pamphlet, published by E. Cur l l ,  London, was bound w i th  an ed i t i on  
of Bernard's Penitent Death, and the whole e n t i t l e d  Some Memorials o f  the 
L i f e  and Peni tent Death o f  Dr. John Atherton, Bishop of Waterford i n  Ireland. 
Bishop Atherton's Case Discussed, p.3 . -. - 
i b id .  p.4. 
i b i d .  p.15. 
D.N.B. "Quick, John." The date o f  death,1706, helps t o  estab l ish the 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  



The Stranae Case of B i s h o ~  John Atherton. 

Bishop Atherton's Cbse Discussed, pp.10-13. 
Two Biographies o f  Wi l l iam Bedeil, ed. E . S .  Shuckburgh, pp.149-150. Cf ,  
R. Hant, H i s to r y  of the Church o f  I re land,  I., p.542. 
Ware-Harris. 1.. p.457. 
Carte, L i f e - o f  ~ rhonde ,  pp.67-68. 
Peni tent  Death. 11.79 
T h a t  he should be so infatuated i n  a business t h a t  so near ly concerned 
him he took t o  be God's hand evident ly:  which he no t  on ly  pa t i en t l y  
y i e l ded  t o  bu t  embraced w i t h  thankfulness ." Peni tent  Death,p.l9. 
Peni tent  Death, p.29. 
R u S h w o r t h , a l '  o f  St ra f ford ,  p.63. 
Marsh's LibFary, MSS L 3.2.5. Nos. 36 and 72. 
On the l i f e  o f  the f i r s t  Ear l  o f  Cork see D. Townshend, The L i f e  and 
Le t t e r s  o f  the Great Ear l  o f  Cork (1904). A more recent study i s  
N. Canny, The Upstar t  t a r 1  (198g.  His character  i s  b r i e f l y  described 
by C.V. Wedgwood, Thomas Glentworth, f i r s t  Ear l  o f  St ra f ford ,  p.132. 
L e t t e r  o f  Walley t o  Cork, 20th June, 1659 (MS Calendar o f  Lismore Papers 
a t  Chatsworth, i n  National L ib ra ry  o f  I re land,  p.525). 
The fo l low ing  references i n  the Wal ley-Cork correspondence i l l u s t r a t e  th i s :  
7 th  August ,l 639, regarding the appointment o f  Parry, the Lord Deputy's 
chapla in  t o  the deanery o f  Lismore, "The main mover o f  i t  i s  the 
bishop o f  t h i s  see, h i s  aim being t o  b r ing  back the lands o f  
Ballydigganough i n t o  the new dean's possession, and t o  ge t  the two 
Bal lysaggards back t o  the vicars-choral . L i ke  hungry wolves the 
churchmen now look and come round about where t o  catch and snatch t h e i r  

."preyw. i b i d .  p.533. 
2nd Febrtiary,l640. "I could no t  get  a copy of the  bishop's sequestration 
o f  the  ren ts  o f  Ki lbeg, K i l  broga and Knockbroga, bu t  i t  i s  t o  be heard 
a t  the Council O f f i c e  i n  Dublin." i b i d .  p.543. 
When Atherton i n s t i t u t e d  an enquiry i n t o  leper-houses Wal l e y  reported t o  
Cork, "If I can hear o f  a leper i n  a l l  these par ts  I w i l l  put  him i n t o  
one o f  the two houses t h a t  are now void, t h a t  the c m i s s i o n e r s  when they 
come may f i n d  a leper  therein, and the place being so employed I do th ink  
i t  my work some change i n  t h e i r  proceedings ." (Le t t e r  o f  Wal l e y  t o  Cork, 
4 t h  September, 1539) (Lismore Papers, Chatsworth, quoted i n  N. Canny, 
The Upstar t  Ear l ,  p.164). 

66. L e t t e r ,  12th December, 1640. i b i d .  p.569. 
67. N. Canny, The Upstar t  Earl ,  ch.2. 
68. H i s to r y  o f  the Church o f  I re land (ed. W. A l i son  P h i l l i p  111. p.28n.) 
69. Strype, Annals, 111. p t .  I Oxford edn. 1824) pp. 142-1 58. Stapleton was 

brought m a l ,  f i n e d  and ! m i t t e d  t o  the Tower. 





E a a t h w o n k s  

C o u n t y  

Thomas Condi t and Michael Gibbons. 

I n  recent years there has been renewed i n t e r e s t  i n  l inear earthworks 
(sometimes re fe r red  t o  as t r ave l  l i n g  earthworks) i n  Ireland. Pub1 i ca t i ons  
by Lynn (1981) and Walsh (1987) along w i t h  Emania, the journa l  o f  the Navan 
Research Group, have contr ibuted a great  d e m h e  promotion o f  a new 
phase o f  research i n t o  these impressive s i t es .  The aim of t h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  
t o  draw a t t en t i on  t o  a number o f  d e f i n i t e  and probable l i n e a r  earthworks 
which came t o  l i g h t  i n  the compilat ion of the S i tes  and Monuments Record f o r  
County Waterford (Gibbons e t  a l .  forthcoming). 

L inear  earthworks, serving as boundaries o r  f r o n t i e r  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  
can be d is t ingu ished from normal f i e l d  boundaries by t h e i r  extended course, 
t h e  l a r g e  s ize o f  bank and d i t c h  o r  by the m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  o f  l i n e s  o f  bank 
and d i t ch .  The existence o f  some l i n e a r  earthworks can be detected from 
f o l k l o r e  and placename evidence. Others may be indicated on o l d  esta te  maps 
o r  a re  g iven b r i e f  reference i n  antiquarian l i t e r a t u r e .  A i r  photography can 
a lso  he lp  t o  locate  l i n e a r  earthworks, espec ia l ly  when they occur as 
cropmarks. Many l inear earthworks throughout the country have escaped the 
no t i ce  o f  archaeologists because on ly  fragments survive and even these may 
look  no more impressive than normal f i e l d  boundaries. 

The fo l low ing  i s  an inventory o f  s i t e s  i n  County Yaterford which we 
consider l i k e l y  t o  f a l l  i n t o  the category o f  l inear earthworks. It i s  based 
upon d e t a i l e d  analysis o f  l i t e r a t u r e  concerning an t i qu i t i es  i n  County 
Waterford and i n  pa r t i cu l a r  the estate maps drawn by Bernard Scale (National 
L i b r a r y  o f  I re land  MSS 7216, 7218) and Josias Batman (N.L. I. MSS 6148-9). 
O'Flanagan (1981) stresses the importance of these maps f o r  ea r l y  sett lement 
s tud ies and i n  passing draws a t t en t i on  t o  Scale's depict ion o f  "Ancient 
F o r t i f i c a t i o n s u  a t  L i s f i nny  and Garrybr i t tas.  

FIG. 1 Map showing loca t ion  of l inear earthworks and other s i t e s  thought 
t o  be Later Preh is tor ic  i n  date. 
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I N V E N T O R Y  

The heading f o r  each en t ry  contains the p r i nc i pa l  townlands where a 
l i n e a r  earthwork occurs. This i s  followed by i t s  S i tes  and Monuments Record 
number. The inventory number r e fe r s  t o  numbers on the map (Fig. 1 ) . 

1 . COOLNAL INGADY - 7:68 

Canon Power (1952, 406-7) notes two remarkable and near ly p a r a l l e l  trenches 
which run  up the  steep mountainside. He states t h a t  from a distance they 
have the  appearance o f  boundary fences , one considerably longer than the 
o ther .  They are named as "Claidhe na bf iann" and Soc agus Co l t a i r " ,  "Earthen 
fence o f  the Fianns" and "Sock and i t s  co l  ter . "  A1 though the exact l oca t i on  
of t h i s  s i t e  has no t  y e t  been i den t i f i ed ,  i t  would appear t h a t  Power has 
i d e n t i f i e d  some form o f  l i n e a r  earthwork. 

2. BALL INTLEA/BARNAKILE 23 :37. - 
I n  an anonymous a r t i c l e  (J.R.S.A.I., 1906, 73-4) t i t l e d  "Ba t t le  o f  the 
Comeragh Mountain 1643", based on an e a r l i e r  newspaper account taken from a 
17 th  century pamphlet, reference i s  made t o  three discontinuous l i near 
earthworks o r  trenches which were said t o  have been used by the  I r i s h  i n  the  
b a t t l e .  The trenches are sa id  t o  have been p a r t l y  natura1;ut i l iz ing 
e x i s t i n g  watercourses, and were used i n  places as a roadway. They are 
described as running from Barnaki le Castle i n  a wester ly d i r e c t i o n  across a 
na tu ra l  gap, Beara Mhama, and up on t o  the h i l l s i d e  o f  Curraun Mountain. The 
desc r i p t i on  suggests t h a t  t he  earthworks were p a r t  o f  a defensive l i n e  t h a t  
s t re tches  fra the  h i l l s i d e  across the pass. 

3. ISLAND1 KANE SOUTH - 26: 63 

Westropp (1914-16,222) mentions what i s  probably a l i n e a r  earthwork near the  
coast  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  o f  t he  well-known promontory f o r t  a t  Islandikane South 
and East: "A g rea t  d i t c h  running nor th  and south 16 f e e t  8 inches wide and 
4 f e e t  t o  5 f e e t  deep w i t h  a fence 11 feet  h igh and near ly  10 f e e t  t h i c k  . . .. II 
He s ta tes  t h a t  as i t  i s  f a r  l a rger  than the other f i e l d  fences and as i t  i s  
n o t  on the  present bounds o f  the townland it may be " an ancient  mearing". 
Unfor tunate ly  he does no t  t e l l  us how long i t  i s .  

4. LISFINNY ,SION - 28:12 (Plate 1)  

Th is  s i t e  i s  depicted on Scale's map as a l i n e a r  earthwork marked "Ancient 
F o r t i f i c a t i o n , "  running on an E. - W. a x i s  f o r  a distance of 1.lkm. For the  
f i r s t  500m i t  i s  shown as a double rampart w i t h  intervening d i t ch .  It then 
continues as a s ing le  rampart terminating i n  a shor t  re turn .  It i s  located 
on l e v e l  ground on the northern s ide o f  the narrow f l ood  p l a i n  o f  the River 
Br ide.  It i s  overlooked by higher ground on the northern side. The Fermoy- 
Mallow road has ob l i te ra ted  a l l  d iagnost ic features o f  t h i s  once impressive 
earthwork. 

The f unc t i on  o f  t h i s  monument i s  unclear. I t s  l oca t i on  would suggest t h a t  i t  
formed p a r t  o f  a la rger  complex o f  l i n e a r  earthworks i n  the area. I t  could have 
served as p a r t  o f  a defensive l i n e  a t  the base o f  a r idge  overlooking the River 
'Bride. A l t e rna t i ve l y  i t  could have been pa r t  o f  a f o r t i f i e d  c m u n i c a t i o n  l i n k .  
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5. GARRY BRITTAS - 28:8 (P la te  2) 

This l l n e a r  earthwork i s  a lso shown i n  the townlands o f  Ahaunboy North, 
Ahaunboy South, Aglish, Knocknamuc North and Bal lymart in North. The s i t e  
i s  depicted on Scale's map as an extensive double banked earthwork w i t h  
intervening d i t ch ,  marked "Ant ient  F o r t i f i c a t i o n " ,  running f o r  approx. 2.25km 
across r e l a t i v e l y  leve l  t e r r a i n  between 160 and 200 f e e t  above sea l eve l .  It 
forms a townland boundary except f o r  a shor t  sect ion i n  the west. It emerges 
from a c i r cu la r ,  b i v a l l a t e  ditched enclosure (2011 i n  diameter, marked as a 
"Danish For t " )  i n  the  nor th  and runs south fo r  some 300 metres before 
abrupt ly  tu rn ing  i n  an E.S.E. d i r ec t i on  f o r  a distance o f  1.2km. It changes 
d i r ec t i on  again and continues i n  a gent le  sweep f o r  approx. 85011 before 
ending abrupt ly.  

About halfway along the ESE. l i n e  o f  the earthwork Scale depicts a double- 
banked rectangular enclosure (approx. 30m X 25m) which seems t o  straddle the  
earthwork. A stream i s  shown on the 6" O.S. map close t o  t h i s  enclosure and 
i t  may have fed  water i n t o  the enclosure d i t ch .  This suggests tha t  the 
rectangular enclosure may have been a moated s i t e .  The presence o f  two 
enclosures along the l i n e  o f  earthwork a t  f i r s t  s ight ,  s t rongly  h i n t s  a t  i t s  
use as pa r t  o f  Ear ly  Chr is t ian and medieval defences. Both enclosures have 
been leve l led  i n  recent years. The present townland boundaries and f i e l d  
boundaries along i t s  l ine  are ind is t ingu ishable  from any other boundaries. 
From the cartographic evidence i t  i s  impossible t o  say whether the enclosures 
are contemporary w i t h  the construct ion o f  the l i n e a r  earthwork. 

6. KILLAHALY EAST/CURRAGRAIG 29:71 - 

I n  the  townlands o f  K i l l aha l y  East and ~ u r r a g r a i g ,  overlooking the west s ide o f  
the  Blackwater, Gabriel Redmond (1885-6, 399-400) says " I n  the middle o f  the 
o l d  wood, and near the h i l l  (Camphire H i l l ) ,  I discovered a large double trench 
running a t  each s ide o f  an ancient highway, - a t  l eas t  so i t  appeared t o  me". 
He was able t o  f o l l o w  i t  f o r  h a l f  a m i le .  Along p a r t  o f  i t s  l i n e  he encountere 
numerous heaps o f  blackened stones which he took t o  be "Ful l och t  Fionna". The 
nature o f  t h i s  s i t e  i s  unclear but  he does seem t o  be descFibing a substant ia l  - 
l i near earthwork. 

- 7. GLENMAGLOGH 33:11 

A sect ion o f  the Cork/Waterford border forming the townland boundary between 
Glennaglogh and Breda, Co. Cork i s  marked on Bateman's map as "an ould Ditch". 
This sect ion i s  approx. l km long. Perhaps i t s  appearance o r  some l oca l  
t r a d i t i o n  cur rent  a t  the time suggested or  demonstrated i t s  an t iqu i t y .  

18. "CLEE-DUFF" 
r 
% i t h  (1746, 375) having described the "Rian Bo Phadraig" goes on t o  i d e n t i f y  
;a l i n e a r  earthwork: 
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The other piece of antiquity,  which s t i l l  remains in th i s  barony, 
i s  somewhat of the nature of the former, and i s  a remarkable ditch 
which runs westerly from Cappoquin, into the county of Cork, how 
f a r  i s  uncertain. This the Ir ish cal l  Clee-Duff, and give several 
uncertain and improbable reasons for  th i s  work. As i t  extends 
through the plain along the sides of the mountains, i t  i s  
conjectured tha t  t h i s  was no other than a fence of boundary made to  
preserve the i r  c a t t l e  against Wolves, which coming down from the 
mountains made frequent havock among t h e m ;  and th i s  seems the 
most probable cause why th i s  intrenchment was cast  up.  

I t  would appear tha t  Smith has noted the existence of a l inear  earthwork 
which, i f  his information i s  correct,  i s  approx. 10 miles i n  length. Power 
(1932, 9-1 2) plotted the approximate course of a linear earthwork i n  east  
Cork a lso  called "An Cliadhe Dubh". A t  present i t  i s  not clear i f  the 
Waterford "Clee-Duff" i s  part of the same system. Power also makes reference 
t o  an "earthen fence" running a t  r ight  angles to  an ancient road near the Cork/ 
Waterford border i n  the Lisfinny-Tallow area (1932,71). I t  i s  possible tha t  
t h i s  earthen fence i s  the one depicted by Scale a t  Garrybrittas (No.5). 

Discussion : 

On the present evidence i t  is not possible to  ascertain the exact nature, 
function or date of the County Waterford l inear  earthworks. Study of l inear  
earthworks i n  Ireland has been focused fo r  the most part  on the ser ies  in 
the northern part  of the country collectively known as the Black Pig's Dyke, 
Kane (1909) saw the Black Pig's Dyke as the "ancient boundary for t i f ica t ion  of 
Ulster". While there may be an essence of t r u t h  i n  Kane's interpretation, 
Davies (1955) and Lynn (1981) both s t r e s s  the need fo r  caution i n  envisaging 
a s ingle f ront ie r  or ser ies  of f ront ie rs  for  the ancient kingdom of Ulster 
without fur ther  archaeological research into individual sections of the Black 
Pig's Dyke. Apart from, perhaps, the "Clee-duff"  NO.^), which appears to  
cover'at l eas t  10 miles, the County Waterford ser ies  of l inear earthworks do 
not offer  the same tmptat ion t o  reconstruct assumed protohistoric front iers  
on the same scale as the Black Pig's Dyke. However, some of t h e m  may have 
had a similar function as  front ier  defences between smaller t r ibal  t e r r i to r i e s .  
The assumption of t r iba l  f ront iers  or subdivisions of t e r r i to r i e s  based on 
early I r i sh  l i t e ra ry  sources may never be proven, especially when one 
considers tha t  these petty kingdoms may have been constantly growing or 
contracting depending on the s t a t e  of pol i t ical  allegiances a t  the time. 

One of the main d i f f i cu l t i e s  i n  seeing the Black Pig's Dyke as a f ront ie r  
fo r t i f i ca t ion  is the apparent absence of fo r t s  or sentry posts along i t s  
length (similar t o  the f o r t l e t s  which protected Hadrian's Wall). T h i s  lack of 
evidence f o r  any permanent garrison or manning of the f ront ie r  led Davies 
(1 950,29) t o  speculate tha t  one function of the Black Pig ' S  Dyke may have been 
t o  prevent c a t t l e  raiders escaping w i t h  the i r  booty without encountering 
resis tance a t  predetermined access points. Given what i s  known of early Ir ish 
warfares and disputes t h i s  speculation is  quite plausible and some of the 
Waterford examples may have served t h i s  purpose. I t  should also be noted tha t  
Scale i n  his depiction of the Garrybrittas earthwork shows two enclosures along 
the course of the earthwork, one circular  and one rectangular. Unfortunately, 
both of these enclosures and the l inear earthwork are now levelled, b u t  i t  
would be very interesting i f  e i ther  or both of these enclosures could be shown t o  
be contemporary w i t h  the Garrybrittas l inear earthwork and i f  they functioned as 
garrison f o r t s  to  protect a front ier .  

PLATE 1 : (Opposite) \ A  near ear hwork a t  L i  f i  ny No 4 . A ? c  4 e~roduce courtesy o t e T uste s of the 
' ~ a t i o n a l  Library o? Ireland). 





Ltnear Earthworks i n  County Waterford. 25. 

Another funct ion o f  l i n e a r  earthworks 4 s  the p ro tec t ion  o r  garr isoning 
of routeways o r  s t ra teg ic  passes. The Oorsey enclosure, Co. Armagh (Lynn 
1981). i s  l i k e l y  t o  have f u l f i l l e d  t h i s  r o l e .  Perhaps the earthwork a t  
Barnaki le (No.2) may have served t h i s  purpose. 

It i s  a lso possible t h a t  some l i nea r  earthworks may have had no defensive 
func t ion  a t  a l l .  The degraded surface remains o f  l i n e a r  earthworks which 
today may suggest a non-defensive funct ion may be the on ly  v i s i b l e  remains o f  
a more complicated l i n e  o f  defence. Excavation would be necessary t o  assess 
the exact funct ion o f  any l i n e a r  earthwork; f o r  example Walsh (1987) i n  h i s  
excavation o f  a sect ion of the Black P ig ' s  Dyke showed t h a t  a l i n e  o f  double 
bank and d i t c h  was accompanied by a roughly p a r a l l e l  wooden palisade. This 
t r i p l e  l i n e  o f  defence would have provided a formidable f o r t i f i c a t i o n .  

L inear earthworks may a lso form pa r t  of an ag r i cu l t u ra l  landscape serving 
as major land d i v i s i o n  boundaries possib ly def in ing ownership o r  ag r i cu l t u ra l  
use. It i s  a lso i n te res t i ng  t o  note t h a t  O'Riordain (1950, 270-1) i n  h i s  
excavation repor t  on some earthworks on the Curragh, Co. Ki ldare,  br ings t o  
our a t t en t i on  two extensive l i n e a r  earthworks, the 'Race o f  the  Black P ig '  
and the 'Black Di tch ' .  He excavated a sect ion o f  the 'Race o f  the Black P ig '  
and on the basis o f  h i s  resu l t s ,  which show t h a t  the 'Race' consists o f  a 
double bank w i t h  intervening d i t ch ,  he dismissed O'Donovan's i n t e rp re ta t i on  t ha t  
i t  was a roadway. He t e n t a t i v e l y  favours the theory t h a t  i t  could be some so r t  
o f  c a t t l e  droveway. Since there i s  no evidence of t i l l a g e  ever having been 
car r ied  out  on the Curragh, i t  would seem u n l i k e l y  t h a t  there should be any 
need t o  'channel' c a t t l e  across the Curragh from one pasture t o  another. While 
l i ves tock  separation o r  property demarcation i s  more l i ke ly  , a defensive 
funct ion cannot be ru led  out. 

Datina : 

Before excavations a t  the Dorsey, Co. Armagh (Lynn , 1981), and a section 
of the  Black Pig's Dyke a t  Aghareagh West, Co. Monaghan (Walsh 1987), most 
speculat ion on t h e  o r i g i n  o f  l inear earthworks centred on the theory t h a t  they 
may have been model l ed  t o  some extent  on Roman 'l imes ' (Davies l955,29; He r i t y  
and Eogan 1977). Evidence from the Dorsey and the Black P ig ' s  Dyke date both 
s t ruc tures t o  the l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  the 1 s t  mil lenium B.C., however. These resu l t s  
seem t o  v ind icate  the views o f  those who see l i n e a r  earthworks as forming pa r t  
of t he  Later Preh is to r i c  mater ia l  assemblage. A1 though the  I r i s h  l inear  
earthworks may have served a s im i l a r  purpose t o  Roman wal ls,  i .e. f r o n t i e r  
f o r t i f i c a t i o n ,  i t  i s  now u n l i k e l y  i n  view o f  the dat ing evidence from the Dorsey 
and the Black P ig 's  Dyke t h a t  they were insp i red i n  any way by Roman f r o n t i e r  
defences. Condit and Gibbons (1988, 52) noted t h a t  the Rathduff t rench 
(depicted on Lythe's map o f  Idrone) seems t o  have formed the ancient boundary 
between Ossory and Idrone. Recent excavations a t  Shankil l, Co. Kilkenny on the 
supposed course o f  the Rathduff trench (O'Flaherty 1987) f a i l e d  t o  show 
conclusively t h a t  the excavated s i t e  was pa r t  o f  the Rathduff t rench and 
i n s u f f i c i e n t  charcoal meant t h a t  radio-carbon dat ing could no t  be car r ied  out. 
I n  B r i t a i n  l i n e a r  earthworks are thought t o  have been i n  use from Bronze Age 
times t o  the medieval period. Cun l i f f e  (1974, 83-4) sees l i n e a r  earthworks as 
'a new concept i n  defensive arch i tec ture  a r i s ing  l a t e  i n  the B r i t i s h  I r o n  Age'. 

PLATE 2: (Opposite) . 
Por t ion of Gar ryb r i t tas  l i nea r  earthwork (No.5). 
(Reproduced courtesy o f  the Trustees o f  the National L i b ra r y  of I re land) .  
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I t  can be assumed tha t  the I r i s h  examples could have functioned over a s im i la r  
per iod o f  time. I t  should a lso be noted tha t  there i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t ha t  l i n e a r  
earthworks were re-used i n  medieval times as defences (Davies 1955, 29-30), 
The presence o f  what appears t o  be a r i ng fo r t  and a moated s i t e  a t  Barrybr i  t t a s  
(No.5) emphasises the mu l t ipe r iod  use o f  l i nea r  earthworks. Re-use o f  
l inear  earthworks continues even i n t o  r e l a t i v e l y  modern times as a t  Glennaglogh 
(No .7) where p a r t  of the  Cork/Waterford county boundary appears t o  re-use p a r t  
of a pre-ex is t ing l i n e a r  earthwork. 

The s ize  and extended courses o f  l i near  earthworks would c e r t a i n l y  have 
requi red a considerable output o f  resources and manpower fo r  t h e i r  construction. 
This i n  t u r n  impl ied t h a t  there must have been some cen t ra l  au tho r i t y  o r  
'organizat ion u n i t '  w i t h  the powers t o  c a l l  upon a comnunity or  comnuni t i e s  
t o  supply the necessary manpower. This wi l l ingness t o  p ro tec t  la rge  t r ac t s  o f  
land ind icates t h a t  land was a t  a premium and t h a t  grazing stock, espec ia l ly  
c a t t l e ,  was h igh l y  valued. 

Conclusion: 

While i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  provide a d e f i n i t e  c u l t u r a l  context  f o r  l i nea r  
earthworks i n  County Waterford, other s i t es  considered t o  be o f  Later  Preh is to r i c  
date, namely h i 1  l f o r t s  and promontory fo r ts ,  have been located i n  the  county 
(Westropp 1906; 1914-16, Jackson 1988, Condit and Gibbons 1987). The overa l l  
p i c t u r e  (Fig.1) po in ts  t o  a widespread Later Preh is to r i c  a c t i v i t y  i n  County 
Waterford. The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  an important group o f  l i n e a r  earthworks adds 
a s i g n i f i c a n t  new dimension t o  the archaeology o f  the  county. The problem o f  
da t i ng  , which obviously requires f u r t he r  invest igat ion,  again focusses 
a t t e n t i o n  on the  Later  Preh is to r i c  period, a per iod which a t  the moment 1s 
somewhat nebulous bg t  nevertheless in t r igu ing .  The questions which a r i se  are 
manifold. Further research and excavation w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  help t o  r e f i n e  our 
apprec ia t ion o f  t h i s  spectacular monument type. 
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Sea  Lire  O $  

W a l t e n  J .  F a n n e l l .  

Born 16th July,  1862, a t  10, Sion Row, l a t e r  number 11. Conmenced 
schooling a t  Chr is t ian  Brothers, Mount Sion, l a t e r  Father Joe Phelan's School, 
Stephen Street, Waterford. I reg re t  t o  say d i s c i p l i n e  i n  the l a t t e r  school 
was ra ther  lax.  My o ld  chum Dick D i l l o n  and myself spent many days learning 
t o  smoke a p ipe  i n  Mil lwards f i e l d .  

About 1877, t he  family-moved t o  57, High Street, where my fa ther  set  my 
mother up i n  the p rov is ion  business, but  i t  d i d  no t  succeed. I comnenced 
l i f e  behind the counter, escaping school. 

1878, Captain P. Nowlan of fered me a ber th  as boy i n  h i s  barque "Queen 
o f  the North" o f  London, G. L idget t ,  owner. 

FIRST VOYAGE 

I joined the "Queen or' the North" i n  London and sa i l ed  f o r  Madras, May 
1878, where we a r r i ved  i n  due course and anchored about 2 mi les  o f f  the shore, 
i t  being an open roadstead. Discharged the cargo i n t o  su r f  boats and loaded 
red wood, hides &C., f o r  London, where we a r r i ved  May 1879, a f t e r  pumping the 
o l d  ship from London t o  Madras and back t o  London. She was a good o l d  sea 
boat, but  ge t t i ng  ra ther  sof t .  I made the 12 months voyage wi thout ever 
touching d ry  land. The o l d  packet when discharged was sold t o  Norweigans. 

SECOND VOYAGE 

I joined the barque Lorraine as an O.S. and sa i led  f o r  Maur i t ius and 
Rangoon from London, October 1879. We had a M r .  Andeson, h i s  w i f e  and three 
ch i ldren passengers, M r .  Andeson was a Wesleyan clergyman, very f a r  gone, I 
should th ink,  i n  consumption - a n ice gentleman, he died about the  Equator 
four  weeks a f t e r  leaving London. We ar r ived i n  due course a t  Maurit ius, 
discharged our cargo f o r  t h a t  p o r t  and sa i led f o r  Rangoon. Loaded r i c e  i n  
Rangoon and sa i led f o r  Callao, Peru. Arr ived o f f  Callao about A p r i l  1880, 
and were informed by a Chi l  i a n  Naval vessel t h a t  t h a t  p o r t  was blockaded,that 
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Ch i l e  was a t  war w i t h  Peru. We went South and pu t  i n t o  Pisco an open 
roadstead where i t  took us some three months t o  discharge our cargo o f  r i c e  
and take i n  b a l l a s t .  

It was a very  good cl imate, sunshine a l l  day and cool a t  n igh t .  Us boys 
had the  j o b  t o  b r i n g  o f f  casks of water when no t  working cargo. We brought 
our two la rge  water casks ashore t o  the town water tap, but  had t o  a l low the 
na t i ves  ge t  t h e i r  supply. A f t e r  f i l l i n g  we had t o  r o l l  the  cask near ly two 
mi les  which was ra the r  hard work, the mole o r  wharf was near l y  a m i l e  long, 
w i t h  cranes on t he  end. A t  the end o f  three months we sa i led  f o r  Talcahuano, 
Conception Bay, where we loaded wheat f o r  Falmouth f o r  orders. A r r i v i ng  there 
31 months l a t e r  and got  orders f o r  Fleetwood, a voyage of 19 months ended on 
9 t h  May, 1881. 

3rd VOYAGE 

On 20th June, 1881 1 sa i led  from Chrd i f f  as A.B. i n  the same barque 
Lorraine,  Captain Nolan, f o r  Imbatuba, Braz i l ,  where we a r r i ved  i n  good time 
w i t h  a cargo o f  r a i l s  and a 20 ton barge on deck. This bay was somewhat be t te r  
than Tramore Bay, the r o l l i n g  and p i t ch ing  dur ing gales was very bad, however, 
we r igged gear and pu t  our barge i n  the water one f i n e  day, t h i s  c r a f t  and 
a couple o f  o ther  small barges was the on ly  means o f  discharge, during our 
s tay  a couple o f  vessels a r r i ved  making the discharge ra the r  slow, as they 
had t o  ge t  a share of the  barges, I often saw the r a i l  bar being hoisted and 
take  charge w i t h  the  r o l l i n g  o f  the ship and water washing around the deck. 
A f te r  a bad n i g h t  we would have a look around a t  day l i gh t  t o  see i f  any o f  
t h e  vessels blew ashore, which they d i d  eventual ly. I n  the  fo recas t le  we 
kept  our be long in is  packed i n  our bags, ready f o r  a jump should we go ashore, 
l o s s  of l i f e  never entered our minds. A f t e r  about two months discharging p a r t  
of our  cargo i n  t h i s  ungodly bay, we sa i led  f o r  the  land locked harbour Santa 
Catherine. Before passing from Imbatuba t h i s  bay was a handy pos i t i on  t o  land 
our cargo o f  r a i l  mater ia l ,  f o r  a new r a i l  l i n e  under construct ion.  There was 
no t  a house t o  be seen, one should walk a couple o f  m i les  in land before we 
g o t  t o  a farmer's house, which we d i d  on Sundays and returned w i t h  a f a i r  
share o f  oranges and bananas, which the good people gave us f ree.  It was a 
g r e a t  t r e a t  t o  be anchored i n  the calm harbour o f  Santa Catherena, where we 
f i n i shed  the  discharge o f  the cargo, took i n  b a l l a s t  and sa i led  f o r  Valparaiso 
f o r  orders. A f t e r  the usual dressing o f f  Cape Horn, we a r r i ved  and got  orders 
t o  proceed t o  San Francisco, had f i n e  weather r i g h t  up t o  t h i s  p o r t  where we 
a r r i v e d  i n  t he  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  1882. San Francisco i s  a very f i n e  bay, and was 
in fes ted by s a i l o r s  Boarding house Crimps, dressed i n  the very best heavy gold 
watch chains and r i n g s  t o  match and usual b o t t l e  of f i rewater  etc.  As soon as 
t he  s a i l s  were f a s t  and decks cleared those gentlemen took charge o f  the 
forecast le.  We had a ra the r  steady crew o f  B r i t i s h  and they would no t  take 
any d r i n k  o r  leave the  ship. We l a y  i n  the bay f o r  about a week await ing 
cargo, and were v i s i t e d  by one o f  the Crimps each evening, as we d i d  no t  drink,he 
brought aboard a f a i r  supply o f  good f r u i t ,  whjch 1 need no t  say, we enjoyed 
w i thou t  any ill ef fec ts .  A f t e r  a week i n  the bay the Lor ra ine was placed 
alongside the wharf. On a Saturday n i gh t  two o f  the hands were b lu f fed  i n t o  
leav ing  the  vessel, bu t  saw t h e i r  mistake i n  t ime and go t  back t o  the ship 
same n i g h t  minus t h e i r  bag o f  sea clothes. On the Sunday morning the 1 s t  Mate 
and I made our way t o  the boarding house, whi le  the Mate was t a l k i ng  t o  the boss 
of t h e  house, I g o t  my eyes on the s a i l o r s  bag and walked o f f  w i t h  i t on my 
back, the Mate saw me walking away and kept t a l k i ng  t o  the Boarding Master a 
couple o f  minutes, and walked a f t e r  me overtaking me as I was going aboard 
pu f fed  out  w i t h  excitement and the weight of the bag. We d i d  no t  have much 
t r o u b l e  i n  g e t t i n g  the other f e l l ow ' s  bag as he f e l l  alongside the ship and 
g o t  in ju red ,  t he  o ther  Boarding Master gave h i s  bag t o  three o f  us t ha t  went up 
and t o l d  him a l o t  o f  l i e s .  
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When b a l l a s t  was discharged and s t i f fen ing  taken aboard, the ship was 
towed t o  Po r t  Costa, Sacrament0 River, and loaded w i t h  wheat f o r  U.K. fo r  
orders. Towed ou t  o f  San Francisco one f i n e  morning, had f a i r l y  good passage 
around the Horn, a r r i v e d  a t  Falmouth l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  September. Got orders 
fo r  Fleetwood, where we arr ived,  and paid o f f  9 t h  August, 1882, a f t e r  133 
months voyage. 

4 th  VOYAGE,1882. 

1882, Oct. 20th. 

I again jo ined  the  Lorraine, Captain Nolan, a t  Workington and sa i led  
20th October,1882, f o r  Bombay as A.B. where we a r r i ved  the end o f  January, 
1882, discharged cargo and loaded l inseed fo r  Amsterdam Sept. 26th 1883, a f t e r  
eleven months voyage. I l e f t  the Lorraine, went t o  London t o  study a t  
Captain Maxwells Po t te rs  Academy, Tower H i l l ,  where there was a w i l d  l o t  o f  
young sea-men. I spent a f a i r  share o f  my money on amusement, Music ha l l s ,  
Theatres &C., and no t  enough time on study, f a i l e d  i n  exam. and came home. I 
had a fancy t o  do a l i t t l e  coasting. 

5th VOYAGE. 

1884, 23rd Jany. 

I jo ined  t he  b r i g  Ospray a t  Waterford, as AB, Pat Mahon, Master, Matthew 
Farre11 & Son, Owners and l e f t  the b r i g  a t  Card i f f ,  28th May, 1884 a f t e r  a 
pleasant 3 months on good food and l i g h t  work. 

6 th  VOYAGE. 

I jo ined  the  SS Centurion of London a t  Card i f f ,  Captain Mitchel,  and l e f t  
her 18th  Oct.1884. I d i d  no t  care for  the work on t h i s  vessel, a t  times i t 
was very d i r t y ,  and bad l i v i n g  quarters. The Captain's w i f e  and a couple of 
ch i l d ren  were aboard, h i s  young daughter was always w i t h  me when pa in t ing 
winches, as I used b lack paint ,  the l i t t l e  g i r l  would be i n  a t e r r i b l e  mess, 
I d i d  a l o t  o f  s a i l  r e p a i r s  which was the on ly  pleasant t ime I had, w i t h  the 
l i t t l e  g i r l  cha t t i ng  away asking me a l l  about my previous l i f e ,  they were the 
pleasant hours i n  steam before the mast, l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h i s  innocent l i t t l e  
c h i l d  p r a t t l i n g  away dur ing  working hours. I l e f t  the S/S Centurion a t  
Granton, Oct. 1884, t o  j o i n  Captain Nolan's Waterford. Got orders f o r  Hu l l  
t o  which p o r t  we were towed, a r r i v i n g  there 10th July,1887 , a f t e r  a voyage 
of 17 months. 

9 th  VOYAGE. 

1887 - August 5th.  

Joined Lodestar as 2nd Mate, Captain Nolan i e  charge and sa i led f o r  Bombay, 
discharged the cargo, loaded p a r t  cargo o f  s a l t  f o r  Calcutta, a f t e r  discharging 
the  s a l t ,  loaded cargo wheat &C., f o r  London, a r r i v i n g  there 3rd  Oct. 1888, 
a f t e r  a 14th  months voyage, Captain went home t o  Waterford leaving me by the 
ship. 
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10th VOYAGE. 

Sai led f o r  San Francisco again i n  Lodestar, Captain Nolan. I got  no time 
t o  study f o r  1 s t  Mate's C e r t i f i c a t e .  We ar r ived wi thout  mishap rounding the 
Horn, had a good t ime a t  San Francisco a f te r  working hours, being wel l  known 
among Waterford people and t h e i r  descendants, espec ia l ly  the Bu t le r  fami l y  
where I was always welcome, bu t  a1 l those pleasures must g ive  way t o  duty on 
t he  Ship. Loaded g r a i n  U.K. f o r  orders as usual, ca l led  a t  Queenstown Nov. 
1889, go t  orders f o r  Plymouth where we ar r ived and paid o f f  2nd November,l889. 

Attended Mer ry f ie lds  Navigation School and passed for  1 s t  Mate, and 
jo ined  my f r i e n d  through l i f e  v i z :  - Captain P. Nowlan of Lodestar, i n  time 
t o  tow t o  Newport where we a r r i ved  Xmas Eve 1889, t o  load ra i lway  mater ia l  
f o r  R iver  Plate.  

l l t h  Voyage. 

1890 - Feby. 5th. 

Sai led f o r  Buenos Aires,  River Plate, as 1 s t  Mate of Lodestar, Captain 
Nolan i n  charge, a r r i v i n g  middle o f  A p r i l  1890. Discharged cargo i n t o  
barges. The sh ip  was anchored some three mi les o f f  the land, therefore, on ly  
t h e  Captain v i s i t e d  t he  shore when the  launch came f o r  him. When a ce r t a i n  
amount of cargo was discharged the b a l l a s t  was taken aboard, we were t o  
proceed t o  Iquique t o  load n i t r a t e  f o r  Hamburg. L e f t  the P la te  end o f  May. 
Had the  usual st rong wester ly  winds car ry ing away the  t russ  o f  our lower 
t o p s a i l  Yard, f o r t u n a t e l y  one end held a l o f t  by topsa i l  sheet, the  deck end 
was lashed a t  once. The t u b  of the  upper topsa i l  yard was broken, the yard 
was hanging i n  the  l i f t s  as the Ship was r o l l i n g  heavy, the  Yard used t o  
bang against  t he  topnast and was i n  danger of carry ing away t h a t  mast, I 
had t o  go a l o f t  w i t h  a rope t o  secure the  yard, which I found a very hard job, 
we had most ly fore igners  i n  the crew, I could no t  ge t  an o f f e r  from any o f  
t h e  men t o  l i g h t  up t he  rope and g ive  me some help. The Steward, a Londoner, 
and an o l d  ship-mate, sa id  wherever you go, I go, even if we go together. We 
found i t  very hard t o  hang on when the  yard would s t r i k e  the  mast, however, 
we secured t he  yard, came down on deck and gave the crew a b i t  o f  our minds. 
We reached Iquique i n  good t ime and go t  a l l  our damage repaired, w h i l s t  
d ischarg ing t he  b a l l a s t  and tak ing s t i f fen ing aboard, when t h i s  was done we 
moored i n  the  t i e r s  w i t h  a l l  the ships loading which were very numerous i n  
those s a i l i n g  sh ip  days. It was very pleasant 3n the evening a f t e r  work, t o  
hear some ship r i n g  her be1 l and sing some-song w i t h  a good chorus, when the 
song was f in i shed  they again rang the  b e l l  and hai led some ship, c a l l i n g  out  
her  name, the vessel ca l led,  rang her b e l l  and gave a song. We had a couple 
o f  hours o f  t h i s  every n ight ,  I am no t  ce r t a i n  about Sunday. We d id  not  l a y  
fa'r from the shore, bu t  s a i l o r s  were on ly  allowed one day ashore i n  s i x  months, 
so they had t o  make t h e i r  own amusement. They, the crew, had t h e i r  day i n  t h i s  
p o r t  where there was very l i t t l e  t o  be seen, but some go t  top heavy w i t h  
l i q u o r .  I d i d  no t  go ashore as I would not  have a companion, the 2nd Mate, 
Mr. Doubleday, a very n ice  young fe l low, would have t o  remain on board. 

L e f t  Iquique e a r l y  i n  September and ar r ived i n  Hamburg l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  
January, 1891 , where a1 l hands were paid o f f .  I informed my good fr.iend 
Captain Nolan, I intended t o  go i n t o  steam, as I had my time i n  f o r  Master's 
C e r t i f i c a t e .  On a r r i v i n g  back as passenger t o  England, I r a i l e d  t o  Plymouth 
and comnenced t o  study f o r  Master' S exam. ' a t  Merryf i e l ds  Navigation School. 
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I was there only a couple of weeks when news reached me that  the SS 
"Roxborough Castle" was s u n k  in a collision In the North Sea, my brother 
John whom was 1s t  Mate was los t  with that  ship. This upset me a b i t ,  so I 
packed u p  and came home for a few weeks. Funds getting low, I took a berth 
as 2nd Mate of the SS "Racilia" of Newcastle-on-Tyne, I remained i h  t h i s  
s h i p  seven months, came home and buried my father 8th Dec. 1891, the following 
January I returned to Plymouth, completed my studies and passed for  Master. 

February, 1892 - 
I joined the Waterford Steamship Co., 2nd Mate of "Comeragh" also Lara 

and Menapia 2nd Mate of the l a s t  mentioned s h i p  was a rather hard job, u p  
a t  night working cargo a t  Tenby and Pembroke, our trade was Bristol and 
Wexford, calling a t  the other ports on the passage to Wexford. For this 
work the sa i lors  were paid 2/- extra per week and the 2nd Mate 1/6 just 
fancy, however, I knew i t  would not l a s t  too long. After some s ix  months,I 
was sent t o  Liverpool, Mate of the S/S CreadenN trading Liverpool , Feni t ,  
Galway. This was a real Gentleman's job, 8 hours in Fenit and on t o  Galway, 
where we had two t o  three days, and on to  Liverpool, generally arrived 
Sunday n i g h t  and sailed the following Friday, no cargo to  work only look 
a f t e r  the l i t t l e  vessel. Liverpool was rather expensive owing t o  Music Hall 
and Theatres, as I d i d  not know any friends there. Nine months of this and 
I was placed temporarily i n  charge of Lara S/S and other vessels of the f l e e t .  

I was placed i n  charge of the SS "Creaden" and sent u p  t o  Hamburg to  open 
the Continental Trade fo r  the Limerick Steam Ship Co. L t d . ,  and had the honour 
of bringing the f i r s t  cargo of Continental sugar t o  Fenit and Limerick, as 
the trade improved this vessel of 500 tons capacity became too small. 

7th May, 1896 - 
I was placed i n  charge of the SS "Ardnamul t "  a ship capable of 1,300 tons, 

and continued i n  th is  vessel until  May, 1903, a space of seven years, w i t h  the 
exception of a few months bringing out the SS "Sinainn". 

In those years the Hamburg trade was very good, f u l l  cargoes every t r i p  
during nine months of the year and an odd vessel chartered to  keep up the 
trade. 

In May 1903, I came to  Waterford and took charge of SS Comeragh on the 
Liverpool trade. 

I took u p  the position of Harbour Master, Oct. 1903, and bid  farewell to  
sea l i f e .  

W .  J. FARRELL.  
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Will Forbes. 

Late l a s t  y e a r ,  Mr. Nicholas Walsh of Dunmore East  asked i f  
I  could i d e n t i f y  a  coin f o r  h i m .  A t  t h e  t ime,  a  f i l m  was being 
s h o t  i n  Dunmore, one scene of which was located i n  the  graveyard 
o u t s i d e  t h e  Ca tho l i c  church. I  understand the  coin t o  have been 
found whi le  digging w i t h i n  t h e  graveyard i n  connection w i t h  t he  
f i l m ,  i n  p ro r2 . ? i ty  t o  a  headstone bearing the  d a t e  1728 ( ? ) l  

The p r e s e n t  church s tands  on the  s i t e  of t h e  medieval pa r i sh  
church of K i l l e a  ( K i l l e t h e ,  C i l l  Aedha), i n  t he  medieval period 
d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  Holy Cross. I t s  nomenclature i n d i c a t e s  t h e r e  
was a  pre-Norman church on t h e  s i t e .  I t  was valued a t  t he  f a i r l y  
s u b s t a n t i a l  sum of 12 marks i n  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  t a x a t i o n  of 
1302-1306. The remains were da ted  i n  t he  l a s t  century t o  t h e  
1 4 t h / 1 5 t h  c e n t u r y .  F i f t y  y e a r s  ago,  " l i t t l e  beyond a  square  
tower s u r v i v e s  ...... t h e  lower courses  buried i n  t h e  accumulated 
loam of a  crowded graveyard" .2 

The s i l v e r  co in  i s  r e c e n t l y  (presumably a t  t he  time of i t s  
f i n d i n g )  broken i n  two, and i s  f a i r l y  worn. A small t r i a n g u l a r -  
shaped p i ece  i s  missing; t h i s  i s  an a n c i e n t  break.3 

Reference t o  Brookes' "Engl ish Coins", allows t h e  co in  t o  be 
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  an English ~ r o a t - o f  t h e  4 t h  s e r i e s  of Edward 111 's  
co inage ,  minted i n  London between 1351-1361, a s  i n  Brooke, 
P l a t e  X X X ,  1 .  

What i s  a c t u a l l y  l e g i b l e  on the  Ki l l ea  coin i s  : 

O B V E R S E  "EDWA ... - F R A N C . D . H Y B n  

R E V E R S E  "CIVI/TAS/-UII/DOII POSVI 

Th i s  may be r e s t o r e d  a s  "EDWA(RD DEI G R A  R E X  A N G L  2 )  F R A N C . D .  H Y B " ,  
i . e .  "Edward by t h e  grace of God K i n g  of England and France,  Lord 
of I r e l a n d " ,  and "CIVITAS LONDON". The s t y l e  of l e t t e r i n g  used 
p rec ludes  t h e  coin from being a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Edward  I  o r  IV; g r o a t s  
were no t  minted by Edward  11. 



C o i n  F i n d  a t  K i l l e a .  

The t i t l e s  used  b y  Edward I 1 1  o n  h i s  c o i n a g e  were d e t e r m i n e d  
b y  t h e  ups and downs o f  t h e  Hundred Y e a r s '  War w i t h  F r a n c e .  A f t e r  
t h e  peace o f  B r e t i g n y  ( 1 3 6 0 ) ,  Edward d ropped  t h e  t i t l e  o f  K i n g  o f  
F rance ,  and h i s  second s e r i e s  o f  g r o a t s  (1369 -1377 )  r e f l e c t e d  on  
v a r y i n g  o b v e r s e  l e g e n d s ,  t h e  renewed c l a i m  t o  F r a n c e .  The s t y l e  
o f  ampersand used  ( 2 ,  n o t  F )  p r e c l u d e s  t h e  K i l l e a  c o i n  f r o m  
b e l o n g i n g  t o  E d u a r d ' s  f i n a l  s e r i e s . 4  

The amount o f  wear o n  t h e  c o i n  s u g g e s t s  t o  t h e  i n e x p e r t  eye 
a  l o s s  somet ime i n  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y .  The o l d  
b r e a k  on t h e  c o i n  i n d i c a t e s  i t  has been dug up  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
b u r i a l  a t  l e a s t  once p r e v i o u s  t o  i t s  r e c e n t l y  coming  t o  l i g h t .  

N O T E S  

1 .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  M r .  Walsh f o r  b r i n g i n g  t h e  c o i n  t o  my 
a t t e n t i o n ,  and f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  
f i n d .  The c o i n  was n o t  f o u n d  by M r .  Walsh, and r e m a i n s  i n  
p r i v a t e  p o s s e s s i o n .  I h a v e  n o t  examined t h e  s i t e  m y s e l f .  

2.  O'Donovan, pp .8 -9  
C . D . I . ,  p.303. 
Power, p .198 
The s i t e  i s  l o c a t e d  on W a t e r f o r d  6 "  s h e e t  t t 2 7 ,  24cm. f r o m  t h e  
t o p ,  and c37.5cm. f r o m  t h e  r i g h t ,  and l i e s  i n  a  d e t a c h e d  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t o w n l a n d  o f  Commons. 

3 .  No m e t r i c a l  d a t a  were taken:  

4.  The above p a r a g r a p h s  a r e  e n t i r e l y  dependent  on  Brooke .  
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PanneLL a n b  t h e  Leabensblp 

or- 

N a t  i o n a l i s t  IaeLanb. 

D r .  M a r t i n  Mansergh. 

The n e x t  f e w  y e a r s  were spen t  m a i n l y  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  t h e  s t r e n g t h  
o f  t h e  p a r t y ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  b r i n g  maximum p r e s s u r e  on t h e  B r i t i s h  
p a r t i e s  t o  g r a n t  Home Ru le .  I n  t h e . p r o c e s s ,  P a r n e l l  c r e a t e d  a  
p a r t y  d i s c i p l i n e  h i t h e r t o  unknown i n  t h e s e  i s l a n d s .  A p a r t  f r o m  
d e v e l o p i n g  a  machine,  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  t h e  l o c a l  c l e r g y ,  t h a t  pushed 
t h e  r i g h t  c a n d i d a t e s  t h r o u g h  c o n v e n t i o n s ,  t h e  c e n t r e  p i e c e  was t h e  
p a r t y  p ledge,  w h i c h  r e a d  as f o l l o w s :  'I p l e d g e  m y s e l f  t h a t  i n  t h e  
e v e n t  o f  my e l e c t i o n  t o  p a r l i a m e n t ,  I w i l l  s i t ,  a c t  and v o t e  w i t h  
t h e  I r i s h  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  P a r t y ,  and i f  a t  a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  p a r t y  
convened upon due n o t i c e  s p e c i a l l y  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  i t  be 
d e c i d e d  by  a  r e s o l u t i o n  suppor ted  by a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  p a r t y  t h a t  I have n o t  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  above pl-edge, I 
h e r e b y  u n d e r t a k e  f o r t h w i t h  t o  r e s i g n  my s e a t ' .  I t  i s  many p e o p l e ' s  
b e l i e f  t o  t h i s  day  t h a t  e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h o u l d  be a b l e  t o  
a c t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  own l i g h t s ,  and t h a t  p a r t y  shou ld  be a t  b e s t  
a  l o o s e  f e d e r a t i o n .  The i n e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  t h a t  system can be seen 
by  l o o k i n g  a t  B u t t ' s  p a r t y .  The b e s t  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  such 
d i s c i p l i n e  i s  once a g a i n  p r o v i d e d  by  D r .  Conor C r u i s e  O ' B r i e n  who 
w r o t e :  ' A  u n i t e d  p a r t y  was e s s e n t i a l  i f  a n y t h i n g  p r a c t i c a l  was t o  be 
a c h i e v e d ,  and a  u n i t e d  p a r t y  was n e c e s s a r i l y  a  d i s c i p l i n e d  one and 
t h e r e f o r e  m a c h i n e - c o n t r o l l e d .  The s a c r i f i c e s  i n v o l v e d  - i n c l u d i n g  
o f t e n  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  h i g h  i n t e g r i t y  and a b i l i t y  i n  
f a v o u r  o f  p l i a n t  henchmen had t o  be accep ted  i f  p o l i t i c a l  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
wzs t o  be s e c u r e d ' .  The t i g h t  p a r t y  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  t h e  P a r n e l l i t e  
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p a r t y ,  I n c l u d i n g  t h e  p l e d g e ,  i s  a  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  has been handed on  
t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  I r e l a n d ,  The re  w a s  o f  
c o u r s e  a p r i c e  t o  be p a i d  f o r  t h e  t i g h t  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  t h e  P a r n e l l i t e  
P a r t y .  The s p l i t  when i t  came i n  1890-91  was e x c e p t i o n a l l y  
damaging.  

L i k e  any e f f e c t i v e  l e a d e r  b e f o r e  and a f t e r  h im w i t h  a  
d i s c i p l i n e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  P a r n e l l  was c o n s t a n t l y  accused  o f  
d i c t a t o r s h i p ,  and o f  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  c o n s u l t i n g  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s .  
T h e r e  i s  o f  c o u r s e  n o t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  he e v e r  t o y e d  
w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  any Government  o t h e r  t h a n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  democracy.  
He o c c a s i o n a l l y  pandered  t o  t h i s  image o f  h i m s e l f ,  when tongue  i n  
cheek  he gave  names t o  h i s  r a c e h o r s e s  and h u n t e r s  such  as  ' D i c t a t o r ' ,  
' P r e s i d e n t ' ,  and ' T o r y ' .  H e ' c u l t i v a t e d  an  a l o o f n e s s  and an  a i r  o f  
m y s t e r y  a b o u t  h im  wh i ch  f e w  o t h e r  l e a d e r s  c o u l d  a f f o r d  t o  do. 'Never  
e x p l a i n ,  n e v e r  a p o l o g i s e ' ,  was one o f  h i s  m o t t o e s .  H i s  p r e s t i g e  as  
a  l e a d e r  d e r i v e d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  above 
a l l  f r o m  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  know what  t o  do  i n  a  c r i s i s .  I n d e e d  one 
c o u l d  a r g u e  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  v e r y  essence  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
l e a d e r s h i p .  He o f  c o u r s e  t o o k  a d v i c e .  He t o l d  John  D i l l o n :  ' G e t  t h e  
a d v i c e  o f  eve rybody  whose a d v i c e  i s  w o r t h  h a v i n g  - t h e y  a r e  v e r y  f e w  
and t h e n  do what y o u  t h i n k  b e s t  y o u r s e l f ' .  The r e s t ,  I ' m  a f r a i d ,  
he r e g a r d e d  as t r o o p s  i n  t h e  l o b b y .  He once  s a i d :  ' I n  p o l i t i c s ,  
as  i n  war, t h e r e  a r e  no men o n l y  weapons ' .  The t r o u b l e  was t h a t  i n  
t h e  c r i s i s  o f  1890-91, t h e  r a n k  and  f i l e  s u d d e n l y  t o o k  o n  a  l i f e  of  
t h e i r  own. O u t s i d e  o f  p a r l i a m e n t  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s ,  some o f  whom were 
v e r y  g i f t e d ,  were a l l o w e d  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  campaigns,  t h e  P l a n  o f  
Campaign b e i n g  t h e  o b v i o u s  ex-ample, o f - w h i c h  P a r n e l l  d i d  n o t  r e a l l y  
a p p r o v e .  D a v i t t  was g i v e n  h i s  head t o  p romo te  h i s  i d e a s  o n  l a n d  
n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n .  On c a n d i d a t e s ,  P a r n e l l  d i d  n o t  have  s t r o n g  v i e w s  
o f  h i s  own, and t o o k  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  p e o p l e  l i k e  T im  H e a l y  and T im  
H a r r i n g t o n .  He p r e s i d e d  o v e r  an enormous d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  
p a r t y ,  t h e  l andowners  w i t h  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  a m e n a b i l i t y  t o  p a r t y  
d i s c i p l i n e  b e i n g  r e p l a c e d  b y  t h e  s o r t  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  t h a t  wou ld  
be much more r e c o g n i z a b l e  t o d a y .  He was c a r e f u l  t o  d o  n o t h i n g  u p  
u p s e t  t h e  w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  t o  I r e l a n d ,  
l e a v i n g  Chamber l a i n  and o t h e r s  u n d e r  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  a r - t i s a n s  
and  f a r m  l a b o u r e r s  wou ld  s u p p o r t  t h e  p r o p e r t i e d  i n t e r e s t .  G l a d s t o n e  
c o n s i d e r e d  h i m  t h e  mos t  r e m a r k a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e  he had e v e r  met .  
P a r n e l l ,  a l t h o u g h  p roud ,  b u t  modes t  t o o ,  s a i d  o f  G l a d s t o n e  : 'He 
knows more moves on t h e  b o a r d  t h a n  I d o ' .  

He t r a v e l l e d  round  I r e l a n d  b y  h i r e d  t r a i n ,  t o  save  t i m e ,  w i t h  
a  compar tment  t o  h i m s e l f ,  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  c o l l e a g u e s  b e i n g  summoned 
t o  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  by a  s e c r e t a r y .  He made a  l o t  o f  speeches a t  
r a i l w a y  s t a t i o n s .  He had a  r e f r e s h i n g  a t t i t u d e  t o  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  o f  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  wb i cb  e v e r y  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r  r e c e i v e s .  K a t h e r i n e  
O'Shea r e c a l l e d  h i s  a d v i c e :  ' I f  y o u  g e t  t i r e d  w i t h  them, l e a v e  them 
and  t h e y ' l l  answer t h e m s e l v e s ' .  As became c l e a r  i n  t h e  d i v o r c e  
c r i s i s ,  he saw h i m s e l f  n o t  m e r e l y  as a  p a r t y  l e a d e r ,  b u t  as t h e  
l e a d e r  o f  a  n a t i o n a l  movement, and he a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  o v e r  
t h e  head o f  t h e  p a r t y ,  when i t  s o u g h t  t o  r e v e r s e  t h e i r  unanimous 
v o t e  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  h im.  L i k e  m o s t  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  he had n o t  much 
t i m e  t o  r e a d .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  h i s  speeches c o n t a i n e d  q u o t a t i o n s  f r o m  
e x p e r t s  o f  t h e  day.  H i s  f a v o u r i t e  book  was t h a t  manual  o f  d i a l e c t i c a l  
d e b a t e  ' A l i c e  i n  Wonder land ' .  C e r t a i n l y  i t  i s  h a r d  t o  t h i n k  o f  a 
b e t t e r  book f o r  t e a c h i n g  one t o  choose  o n e ' s  words c a r e f u l l y .  He 
w r o t e  many o f  h i s  own speeches i n  t h e  7 i b r a r y  o f  t h e  House o f  Commons, 

I u s u a l l y  i n  a  l a s t  m i n u t e  r u s h ,  and was a p t  t o  l o s e  h a l f  o f  them 
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be tween  t h e  l i b r a r y  and t h e  H ~ u s e .  B u t  d r a f t  speeches and 
l n t e r v l e w s  were  a l s o  p r e p a r e d  f o r  h i m  by a  number o f  d i f f e r e n t  peop le ,  
Fanny P a r n e l l ,  T im Hea l  , T,P,04Connor ,  K b t h e r i n e  O'Shea ~ n d  no 
d o u b t  many o t h e r s .  He i ad a  d l r e c t n e s s  of  S eech  and a g i f t  f o r  P t h e  memorab le  p h r a s e .  As T.P,OIConnor r e c a l  ed, ' he  had t h e  
i n s t i n c t  o f  g e n i u s  f o r  t h e  k i n d  o f  t h i n g  t h a t  wou ld  appea l  t o  h i s  
p e o p l e .  He was n o t  o v e r l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  c o n s i s t e n c y ,  and was q u i t e  
happy w i t h  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  j udgemen ts  be r e v i s e d  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  and e x p e r i e n c e .  I f  P r o f e s s o r  L y o n s '  m a j o r  b i o g r a p h y  
i s  t o  be  f a u l t e d ,  i t  i s  t h a t  he seeks  and e x p e c t s  t o o  much 
c o n s i s t e n c y ,  and t h e r e f o r e  has t o  e x p l a i n  away s t a t e m e n t s  n o t  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  mode ra te  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  n a t i o n a l i s t  phase o f  
t h e  l a t e  1 8 8 0 ' s .  

The  a c h i e v e m e n t  w i t h  w h i c h  P a r n e l l  i s  mos t  a s s o c i a t e d  was b y  
r u t h l e s s  o p p o r t u n i s t i c  t a c t i c s ,  p e r s u a d i n g  one o f  t h e  g r e a t  B r i t i s h  
p a r t i e s  t o  b r i n g  i n  a  Home R u l e  B i l l .  He r e j e c t e d  a  compromise 
o f f e r e d  b y  C h a m b e r l a i n  o f  g r e a t e r  powers  f o r  l o c a l  government .  The 
f r u i t  o f  p a r t y  d i s c i p l i n e  was g a t h e r e d  when h o l d i n g  t h e  e x a c t  
b a l a n c e  o f  power  w i t h  86 s e a t s  he p u t  f i r s t  t h e  L i b e r a l s  and t h e n  
t h e  T o r i e s  o u t  o f  power.  T h a t  r e q u i r e d  a  l o t  o f  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  t o  
do.  The f i r s t  Home R u l e  B i l l ,  p a r t l y  m o d e l l e d  on t h e  B r i t i s h  N o r t h  
Amer i ca  A c t  o f  1867, w o u l d  have s e t  u p  a  Government r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  
P a r l i a m e n t  i n  D u b l i n  w i t h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  d o m e s t i c  a f f a i r s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p o l i c e  and j u d i c i a r y ,  b u t  r e s e r v i n g  de fence ,  f o r e i g n  
p o l i c y  and i m p o r t a n t l y  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  f o r e i g n  t r a d e ,  customs and 
e x c i s e  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  P a r l i a m e n t .  P a r n e l l  had p u b l i c l y  s t a t e d  h i s  
i n t ' e r e s t  i n  u s i n g  t a r i f f  b a r r o i e r s  t o  c r e a t e  I r i s h  d o m e s t i c  i n d u s t r y ,  
r a t h e r  i n  t h e  manner o f  B i s m a r c k i a n  Germany, and t h i s  c o u l d  have 
been a  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  i n  C h a m b e r l a i n ' s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Home R u l e .  
T h e r e  was t o  b e  n o  I r i s h  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  W e s t m i n i s t e r .  Subsequen t l y ,  
even  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 8 0 ' s  t h e r e  was much b a c k t r a c k i n g ,  w i t h  G l a d s t o n e  
w a n t i n g  t o  r e s e r v e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  p o l i c e  and t h e  j u d i c i a r y  f o r  an  
i n t e r i m  p e r i o d ,  and h e d g i n g  o v e r  a  f i n a l  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d  
p r o b l e m  b y  l a r g e  s c a l e  l a n d  p u r c h a s e .  Reduced I r i s h  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  
W e s t m i n i s t e r  was t o  be r e i n s t a t e d  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  l i n k ,  b u t  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  was n a t u r a l l y  w h e t h e r  t h i s  w o u l d  be s u f f i c i e n t  l e v e r a g e  t o  
h o l d  t h e  B r i t i s h  t o  t h e i r  p r o m i s e  o f  t r a n s f e r r i n g  some o f  t h e  
r e s e r v e d  powers .  

Assessmen t  o f  t h e  ach ievemen t ,  b y  w h i c h  I mean t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  
o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  Home R u l e  by  a  B r i t i s h  Government,  depends on  
t h e  e x t e n t ,  t o  w h i c h  i t  c o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  as a  f i n a l  s o l u t i o n .  The 
w h o l e  U n i o n i s t  c a s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  Home R u l e  B i l l  was o f  c o u r s e  t h a t  i t  
was n o t  f i n a l ,  t h a t  i t  paved t h e  way f o r  c o m p l e t e  s e p a r a t i o n .  
P a r n e l l ' s  a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  i t  was f i n a l  a r e  n o t  t o  be t a k e n  a t  f a c e  
v a l u e ,  and t h e y  were o n l y  p e r s o n a l  a s s u r a n c e s .  He had a f t e r  a l l  been 
p r e p a r e d  t o  c a l l  t h e  l a n d  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  1882 f i n a l  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I n  
many speeches  and i n t e r v i e w s  i n  1885 he  made v e r y  c l e a r  i n  advance 
what  he  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  t e r m  f i n a l .  'No man has t h e  r i g h t  t o  f i x  t h e  
b o u n d a r y  t o  t h e  march o f  a  n a t i o n .  No man has a  r i g h t  t o  say t o  h i s  
c o u n t r y ,  ' T h u s  f a r  s h a l t  t h o u  go and no  f u r t h e r t ,  and we have n e v e r  
a t t e m p t e d  t o  f i x  t h e  ne p l u s  u l t r a  t o  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  I r e l a n d ' s  
n a t i o n h o o d ,  and  we h e v e r  sha I I n  a  newspaper i n t e r v i e w  i n  O c t o b e r  
1885, h e  was asked ,  why he w A : l i  n o t  g i v e  g u a r a n t e e s  t h a t  
l e g i s l a t i v e  i ndependence  w o u l d  n o t  l e a d  t o  s e p a r a t i o n .  He r e p l i e d :  
'I r e f u s e  t o  g i v e  g u a r a n t e e s  because  I have none o f  any  v a l u e  t o  g i v e  ...... I have no  mandate f r o m  t h e  I r i s h  p e o p l e  t o  d i c t a t e  a  c o u r s e  o f  
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a c t i o n  t o  t h o s e  who may succeed  u s ' .  Y h a t  he a imed a t  was s e l f  
government  s u c h  as  was e n j o y e d  b y  Canada and t h e  l a r g e r  c o l o n i e s ,  
and  he a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  H u n g a r y  as a  model ,  and he c l e a r l y  saw t h a t  
i t  w o u l d  e v o l v e .  H i s  p r i v a t e  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  f i r s t  Home R u l e  B i l l  
as  r e c o r d e d  b y  K a t h e r i n e  O'Shea was: ' T h i s  B i l l  w i l l  do  as a  
b e g i n n i n g ;  t h e y  s h a l l  have  more  p r e s e n t l y ' .  I n  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  
G l a d s t o n e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 8 0 1 s ,  G l a d s t o n e  r e c o r d e d  o f  
h i s  m e e t i n g  w i t h  P a r n e l l :  

He t h o u g h t  t h e  t u r n i n g - p o i n t  l a y  i n  a  D u b l i n  P a r l i a m e n t .  
He d i d  n o t  see  w h a t  w o u l d  be g i v e n  s h o r t  o f  t h i s  t h a t  
c o u l d  be  w o r t h  t a k i n g :  whereas i f  t h i s  c o u l d  be had, 
even  w i t h  i n s u f f i c i e n t  powers,  i t  m i g h t  be a c c e p t e d .  
I u r l d e r s t o o d  h i m  t o  mean m i g h t  be a c c e p t e d  as  a  
b e g i n n i n g .  

W h i l e  C e c i l  Rhodes t r i e d  t o  i n t e r e s t  h i m  i n  i d e a s  o f  i m p e r i a l  
f e d e r a t i o n ,  P a r n e l l  r e m a i n e d  n o n - c o m m i t t a l .  Whether  he c o u l d  e v e r  
have  become a  tame d o m i n i o n  s t y l e  p r i m e  m i n i s t e r  i s  a  moot  p o i n t .  

I t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  h e l d  a g a i n s t  P a r n e l l  nowadays t h a t  l i k e  mos t  
o t h e r  N a t i o n a l i s t  l e a d e r s  he d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  P r o t e s t a n t  U l s t e r ,  
w h i c h  i s  a  s h o r t  hand  f o r  s a y i n g  he d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  i n  f u l l  t h e  
v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  U n i o n i s t  c a s e .  Conor C r u i s e  O I B r i e n ,  o n  whose 
s t u d y  o f  P a r n e l l  I r e l y  o n c e  again,was o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  P a r n e l l  
a l o n e  c o u l d  have  b ro -ugh t  i n  Home R u l e  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  o f  I r e l a n d .  
A f t e r  a l l  i n  1885  h e  d . i d  w i n  a  s l e n d e r  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  U l s t e r  s e a t s ,  
and he made t h e  m o s t  o f  t h a t  argument .  

I t  n e v e r  o c c u r r e d  t o  h i m  t h a t  c o u n t i e s  w h i c h  d i d  n o t  e v e r  
have  a  P r o t e s t a n t  m a j o r i t y  c o u l d  be handed o v e r  t o  a  s e p a r a t e  
p a r l i a m e n t  f o r  t h e  N o r t h - E a s t  c o r n e r ,  and t h a t  meant  o f  c o u r s e  mos t  
P r o t e s t a n t s  w o u l d  b e  l e f t  o u t s i d e  i t s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  and  t h u s  
r e l a t i v e l y  wo rse  o f f .  He d i d  n o t  s y m p a t h i s e  w i t h  t h e  Orangemen, an  
a t t i t u d e  f o r  w h i c h  i t  i s  h a r d  t o  b lame h im.  I n  one  speech  he 
s t a t e d  : 

T h i s  b a t t l e  i s  b e i n g  waged a g a i n s t  I r e l a n d  b y  a  
c l a s s  o f  l a n d l o r d s .  T h i s  l o y a l t y  t h a t  t h e y  b o a s t  
i s  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e i r  own p o c k e t s .  

b u t  t h e n  went  o n  somewhat r a s h l y  t o  p r e d i c t  : 

A l l  I c a n  s a y  i s  t h a t  1000 men o f  t h e  R o y a l  I r i s h  
C o n s t a b u l a r y  w i l l  be  amp ly  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  cope  
w i t h  a l l  t h e  r o w d i e s  t h a t  t h e  Orangemen o f  t h e  
N o r t h  o f  I r e l a n d  c a n  p roduce .  

H i s  b a s i c  a p p r o a c h  was summed up i n  t h e  famous s e n t e n c e  : 
'We c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  g i v e  u p  a  s i n g l e  I r i s h m a n ' .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  
t o d a y ,  i n  many q u a r t e r s  t h e  o p p o s i t e  seems t o  be t h e  m o t t o  - 'We 
c a n n o t  a f f o r d  n o t  t o  g i v e  up  a  m i l l i o n  and a  h a l f  I r i s h m e n  and 
women'. C e r t a i n l y  i n  1891  i n  a  t o u r  t h r o u g h  t h e  N o r t h ,  he 
r e c o r d e d  h i s  a d m i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  N o r t h ' s  i n d u s t r i a l  p rowess ,  and 
s t r e s s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c o n c i l i a t i n g  r e l i g i o u s  f e a r s .  Then as 
now, N o r t h e r n  U n i o n i s t  o p i n i o n  was n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h a v i n g  f e a r s  
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c o n c l l l a t e d ,  t h e y  o n l y  wanted them c o n f i r m e d ,  and t h e  d i v o r c e  
c a s e  provfded u s e f u l  propaganda m a t e r i a l .  

P a r n e l l  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  have been a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e l i g i o u s  
man. When asked  a b o u t  his  r e l i g i o n ,  he d e s c r i b e d  himself a s  
' a  synodsman of t h e  d i s e s t a b l i s h e d  c h u r c h ' .  His  n a t i o n a l i s t  
p o l i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e s ,  h i s  u n i n h i b i t e d  p a r t  i n  t h e  a s s a u l t  on 
l a n d l o r d i s m  meant of  c o u r s e  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l l y  he d i d  not r e p r e s e n t  
P r o t e s t a n t  o p i n i o n .  Indeed ,  many of his  f e l l o w  l a n d l o r d s  d e t e s t e d  
h i m  and r e g a r d e d  h i m  a s  a  t r a i t o r  t o  h i s  c l a s s .  B u t  he sought  t o  
s e r v e  t h e  n a t i o n  n o t  his  c l a s s  o r  his C O - r e l i g i o n i s t s ,  though 
c o n s c i o u s  of  t h e i r  s e n s i t i v i t i e s .  He r e c o g n i z e d ,  a s  Wolfe Tone 
r e c o g n i s e d  a  c e n t u r y  b e f o r e  h i m ,  w i t h o u t  s e n t i m e n t a l i t y ,  t h a t  
n a t i o n a l  p r o g r e s s  c o u l d  o n l y  be made w i t h  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  
p e o p l e .  B u t  f o r  a l l  t h a t  he l e d  an overwhelmingly C a t h o l i c  
f o l l o w i n g ,  he was n o t  and h e r e  I  must d i f f e r  j h a r p l y  from Dr. 
O i B r i e n  i n  S t a t e s  of  I r e l a n d  - an honorary  C a t h o l i c  i n  his 
p o l i t i c s  and s t i l l  l e s s  of c o u r s e  i n  his p r i v a t e  l i f e .  He d i d  
b e l i e v e  i n  an I r e l a n d  i n  which P r o t e s t a n t s  had a  f u t u r e ,  a s  t h e  
most  s i g n i f i c a n t  m i n o r i t y  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  Going t o  t h e  o p p o s i t e  
e x t r e m e ,  Paul Bew i n  h is  b r i e f  G i l l ' s  l i f e ,  w h i l e  performing a  
u s e f u l  s e r v i c e  by h igh1 i g h t i n g  P a r n e l l  ' S  p e r s p e c t i v e  a s  a  Southern 
A n g l o - I r i s h  P r o t e s t a n t  l a n d l o r d ,  o v e r s t r e s s e s  t h e  p o i n t  and t o  my 
mind g r e a t l y  e x h a g g e r a t e s  P a r n e l l ' s  c o n s e r v a t i v e  s t r e a k  and his 
r e g a r d  f o r  h i s  own c l a s s  i n t e r e s t  a s  t h e  key t o  unders tanding h i m .  
I t  i s  t r u e  t h e  t y p e  o f  l and  s e t t l e m e n t  he e n v i s a g e d  d i d  not  invo lve  
w h o l e s a l e  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  and e x p u l s i o n  of h i s  own c l a s s .  On t h e  
c o n t r a r y ,  i t  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e i r  s u r v i v a l  b u t  i t  comple te ly  undermined 
t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  p o s i t i o n .  C e r t a i n l y  by 1890 he had a t t r a c t e d  q u i t e  
a  few P r o t e s t a n t s  i n c l u d i n g  from t h e  North t o  j o i n  t h e  pa r l i amenta ry  
r a n k s .  Many o f  them d i d  n o t  s u p p o r t  h i m  d u r i n g  t h e  s p l i t .  

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between P a r n e l l  and t h e  c a t h o l i c  church i s  
a  f a s c i n a t i n g  s u b j e c t ,  we l l  documented by Emmet Larkin .  Parnel  l 
went i n t o  p o l i t i c s  armed w i t h  a  l e t t e r  of recommendation from t h e  
p a r i s h  p r i e s t  o f  Rathdrum, and inc luded  t h e  demand f o r  
denomina t iona l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  h i s  pe r sona l  m a n i f e s t o .  As p o l i t i c a l  
a g i t a t o r  and l e a d e r  he encoun te red  a  good d e a l  of  c l e r i c a l  
o p p o s i t i o n  a t  l e a s t  i n t o  t h e  mid-1880's .  B u t  e q u a l l y  p a r i s h  
p r i e s t s ,  b i s h o p s  and even a r c h b i s h o p s  were among h i s  warmest 
a d m i r e r s .  The c l e r g y  were invo lved  w i t h  h i s  f u l l  approval  i n  t h e  
o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r t y  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of 
c a n d i d a t e s  a t  c o n v e n t i o n .  The p a r i s h  p r i e s t  of  Clonoul ty  i n  
T i p p e r a r y  e n t h u s e d : ' A s  C a e s a r  s a i d  of o l d ,  P a r n e l l  might s a y ,  " I  
came, I saw, I conquered" ,  'Without  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  p lay  t h e  D i c t a t o r ,  
a s  he never  d o e s ,  h i s  words were law t o  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ' .  Archbishop 
Croke crowed t o  t h e  Va t i can :  ' I t  now comes t o  p a s s  t h a t  t h e  man who 
was s o  b i t t e r l y  a s s a i l e d  by t h e  famous Roman c i r c u l a r  i s  now t h e  
r e c o g n i s e d  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  I r i s h  b i shops ,  p r i e s t s  and people.  

Some h i s t o r i a n s  reckon t h a t  P a r n e l l  ' S  l e a d e r s h i p  w i t h  i t s  
p o l i t i c a l  s u c c e s s e s  r a i s e d  t h e  s e l f - e s t e e m  o f  t h e  p r i e s t s  a s  an 
e d u c a t e d  c l a s s .  I n d e e d ,  of  c o u r s e ,  he r a i s e d  t h e  whole morale of 
t h e  I r i sh  n a t i o n  a t  home and abroad .  Throughout  t h e  188Pis  P a r n e l l  
e n j o y e d  t h e  suppot  t of  a  marve l lous  and f o r t h r i g h t  churchman, 
Archbishop Croke ,  who defended h i m  a g a i n s t  c h a r g e s  of Communism 
l e v e l l e d  by some of  h i s  e p i s c o p a l  c o l l e a g u e s ,  who defended t h e  
L a d i e s  Land League a g a i n s t  t h e  charge  of immodesty and impropr ie ty ,  
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and who w i t h  a n o t h e r  g r e a t  Churchman, Archbishop Walsh, from t h e  
mid-1880 's  g a i n e d  the  upper  h a n d  o v e r  t h e  l e s s  n a t i o n a l i s t  
members of t h e  h i e r a r c h y ,  and d e f l e c t e d  condemnations from Rome 
t h a t  were o b t a i n e d  by the  m a c h i n a t i o n s  of B r i t i s h  d ip lomacy,  i n  
which the  then Duke of Norfo lk  was h e a v i l y  i n v o l v e d ,  i n  the  hope 
of d r i v i n g  a  wedge between t h e  church  and the  p a r t y .  While 
keeping  a  c e r t a i n  formal  d i s t a n c e ,  P a r n e l l  worked c l o s e l y  wi th  men 
l i k e  Croke and Walsh, t o  the  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e y  f e l t  t h e y  could r e l y  
on him more t h a n  on some of h i s  l i e u t e n a n t s ,  some of whom adopted  a  
s h a r p l y  a n t i - c l e r i c a l  l i n e .  He d i d  no th ing  t o  a n t a g o n i s e  
u n n e c e s s a r i l y  such  a  powerful s o c i a l  f o r c e  a s  t h e  church  and he had 
r e g a r d  f o r  t h e i r  s p e c i a l  c o n c e r n s  such a s  e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t  he l e d  and 
f o r  t h e  most p a r t  t h e y  f o l l o w e d .  One of the f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
i n  l a t e  1890 was t h e  f e e l i n g  among t h e  Hie ra rcby  t h a t  t h e  Church 
had l o s t  t o o  much i n f l u e n c e ,  and t h e  d i v o r c e  issue r e p r e s e n t e d  a  
go lden  o p p o r t u n i t y  of  r e c o v e r i n g  i t ,  a s  C a r d i n a l  Manning urged from 
t h e  s i d e l i n e s .  D e s p i t e  f e r o c i o u s  a t t a c k s ,  which were perhaps  s o  
emot iona l  p r e c i s e l y  because  P a r n e l l  was a  ' f a l l e n  i d o l ' ,  P a r n e l l  
d i d  n o t  blame t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church f o r  what happened. He blamed 
f a i r l y  and s q u a r e l y  E n g l i s h  p o l i t i c i a n s .  There i s  a  s t o r y  t h a t  
a f t e r  t h e  d i v o r c e  c a s e  a  P r o t e s t a n t  c le rgyman,  t h e  Revd.  Mr. McCree 
came and harangued h i m  on his  mora l s  and c a l l e d  on h i m  t o  r e s i g n .  
P a r n e l l  r e p l i e d :  ' Mr. McCree, I must deny your  r i g h t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  
w i t h  t h i s  m a t t e r  a t  a l l .  When I was a t  c o l l e g e  I had o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
of  s e e i n g  men of y o u r  Church and of your  c l o t h ,  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  
t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n ,  and I  must s a y  t h e y  were no b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e y  
s h o u l d  be m o r a l l y  o r  o t h e r w i s e .  B u t  i t  i s  a l t o g e t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  
w i t h  t h e  C a t h o l i c  c l e r g y .  A C a t h o l i c  clergyman has t o  undergo a  
most s e v e r e  a n d . s e a r c h i n g  c o u r s e  of d i s c i p l i n e .  I  do no t  blame the  
C a t h o l i c  c l e r g y  f o r  t h e  p a r t  t h e y  a r e  t a k i n g  i n  t h i s  d i s a g r e e a b l e  
d i s p u t e .  B u t  I  a l t o g e t h e r  deny y o u r  r i g h t  t o  i n t e r f e r e .  Good day,  
Mr. McCree'. 

P a r n e l l  had s to rmy r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  p r e s s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  
E n g l i s h  p r e s s ,  w h i l e  having his  own paper  i n  I r e l a n d ,  and g i v i n g  
some o f  h i s  most i m p o r t a n t  i n t e r v i e w s  t o  t h e  American p r e s s .  
J o u r n a l i s t s  have n o t  much changed t h e i r  s p o t s .  There  were a  crowd 
of  r e p o r t e r s  w a i t i n g  f o r  Mr. & Mrs. P a r n e l l  a f t e r  t h e  wedding i n  
J u n e  1891,  f i r m l y  parked o u t s i d e  t h e  f r o n t  door .  A l a d y  r e p o r t e r  
from America,  ' b e i n g  more e n t e r p r i s i n g  t h a n  t h e  r e s t '  g o t  i n t o  t h e  
a d j o i n i n g  house,  s l i p p e d  a c r o s s  t h e  ba lcony and i n t o  Ka the r ine  
P a r n e l l ' s  bedroom. While P a r n e l l  e v e n t u a l l y  ag reed  t o  t a l k  t o  some 
of t h e  r e p o r t e r s ,  t h e  l a d y  from America he u t t e r l y  r e f u s e d  t o  s e e ' .  
Mrs. P a r n e l l  r e c a l l e d ,  ' a s  she had f o r c e d  h e r s e l f  i n t o  my room, b u t ,  
undaun ted ,  she l e f t  warning t h a t  she  would c a b l e  a  b e t t e r  i n t e r v i e w  
t h a n  any of  them t o  h e r  p a p e r ' .  P a r n e l l  could  connive  a t  such 
p r a c t i c e s  h i m s e l f .  T i m  Healy i n  1880 was doing  an i n t e r v i e w  supposed 
t o  have t a k e n  p l a c e  between P a r n e l l  and t h e  New York Tr ibune .  'He 
would n o t  even g i v e  me f i v e  minu tes  f o r  a  r e a l  interview, bu t  s imply 
t o l d  me t o  wri te  i t ,  and then  o n l y  made a  s l i g h t  s u g g e s t i o n  a f t e r  he 
r e a d  i t 1 .  Such t h i n g s  s t i l l  happen. 

Tf e v e r  a p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r  was t h e  v i c t i m  of a  c o n c e r t e d  
newspaper campaign a g a i n s t  h a m ,  i t  was P a r n e l l .  His i n i t i a l  r e a c t i o n  
t o  t h e  London Times of  7 t h  March 1887, which p r i n t e d  a  l C t t e r  
p u r p o r t i n g  t o  be s i g n e d  by h i m  condoning t h e  Phoenix Park murders a s  
p a r t  of a  s e r i e s  of  a r t i c l e s  e n t i t l e d  ' P a r n e l l i s m  and Cr ime ' ,  was 
t y p i c a l l y  o f f h a n d ,  an  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  John Healy would thorough ly  
approve  o f .  ' I  have never  t aken  any n o t i c e  of newspapers ,  nor of 
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anyone.  Why shou ld  I now?' ;  and he l e f t  home a s s u r l n g  K a t h e r l n e  
O'Shea t h a t  t h e  E n g l i s h  Tlmes was a  paper  o f  no p a r t f c u l a r  
i m p o r t a n c e ,  a f t e r  a l l .  The f o r g e d  l e t t e r s ,  unmasked by  a  s p e l l l n g  
m i s t a k e ,  p r o v i d e d  an  excuse f o r  a  f u l l - s c a l e  i n q u i s i t i o n  i n t o  
P a r n e l l l s m  I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  t h e  Land League 
days ,  a t  t h e  i n s t i g a t i o n  o f  P a r n e l l ' s  m o r t a l  enemies, Joseph 
C h a m b e r l a i n  and C a p t a i n  O'Shea. A B r i t i s h  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  agen t ,  
H e n r i  Le Caron  was whee led  i n  t o  t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  P a r n e l l .  There  
i s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  Times campaign of  a r t i c l e s  and l e t t e r s  was 
c o n c o c t e d  a t  a  v e r y  h i g h  l e v e l  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
i n v o l v i n g  f o r  example t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l a w y e r  D i c e y  who was a l s o  
s t r o n g l y  U n i o n i s t .  The Times o f  cou rse  d i d  n o t  check o u t  t h e  
a u t h e n t i c i t y  o r  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  documents i t  was so eager  t o  r u n .  
O'Shea t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h e  genu ineness  o f  t h e  l e t t e r s .  I t  ended i n  
P a r n e l l ' s  g r e a t e s t  t r i u m p h .  The Chamberlain-O'Shea c o m b i n a t i o n  t h a t  
had s t a r t e d  o u t  by  i n s i s t i n g  O'Shea be found  a  s e a t ,  w h i c h  s t r a i n e d  
b u t  d i d  n o t  s p l i t  t h e  p a r t y ,  t h e n  moved on t o  t h e  d i v o r c e  i s s u e .  To 
r u i n  P a r n e l l  was t o  d e s t r o y  P a r n e l l i s m .  

B e f o r e  l e a v i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  newspapers, I c a n n o t  f o r b e a r  t o  
m e n t i o n  t h e  r o l e  o f  W i l l i a m  M a r t i n  Murphy, M.P., and l a t e r  newspaper 
p r o p r i e t o r ,  and a r c h  enemy o f  L a r k i n ,  who campaigned i n  h i s  
newspaper co lumns f o r  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  James C o n n o l l y ,  and who o f  
c o u r s e  was t o  be f o u n d  i n  t h e  v e r y  f o r e f r o n t  o f  t h e  campaign a g a i n s t  
P a r n e l l ,  i n  t h e  f i n a l  phase, goad ing  t h e  H i e r a r c h y  t o  d e n u n c i a t i o n .  
He commented on P a r n e l l ,  ' i f  we g o t  home r u l e  w i t h  h i s  power 
u n i m p a i r e d  we s h o u l d  o n l y  be exchang ing  B r i t i s h  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  r u l e  
f o r  t h e  a u t o c r a c y  o f  a  man who has p roved  h i m s e l f  t o  be f i l l e d  w i t h  
some o f  t h e  w o r s t  p a s s i o n s  o f  human n a t u r e ' .  T.P.O'Connor i n  a f t e r  
y e a r s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  ' o f  a l l  t h e  many a g e n c i e s  t h a t  f i n a l l y  b r o k e  
down t h e  I r i s h  p a r t y  ,and l e d  t o  t h e  r i s e  o f  S i n n  F e i n ,  t h e  d a i l y  
I n d e p e n d e n t  and W i l l i a m  Murphy b e h i n d  i t  must  be r e g a r d e d  as t h e  
m o s t  p o t e n t ' .  

The d i v o r c e  c r i s i s  and t h e  s p l i t  i n  r e t r o s p e c t  seems 
p a r a d o x i c a l l y  t h e  a p o t h e o s i s  o f  P a r n e l l ' s  c a r e e r .  Ye t  t h e r e  was 
much t h a t  was t r a g i c  and s o r d i d  abou t  t h e  end o f  a  n o b l e  e x p e r i m e n t .  
P a r n e l l  h i m s e l f  was n o t  f r e e  f r o m  blame. H i s  a f f a i r ,  w h i l e  
u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  i n  human te rms ,  was r e c k l e s s ,  b u t  t h e n  he had l i t t l e  
r e g a r d  f o r  c o n v e n t i o n .  He t h o u g h t  t h e  s t o r m  wou ld  b l o w  o v e r .  There  
w e r e  t i m e s  when h i s  p r i v a t e  l i f e  c o n f l i c t e d  w i t h  and t o o k  
p r e c e d e n c e  o v e r  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  d u t i e s .  He c o u l d  have shown t h a t  
O'Shea had c o n n i v e d  a t  i t ,  b u t  t h e n  t h e r e  wou ld  have been no d i v o r c e  
and he c o u l d  n o t  have m a r r i e d  Mrs. O'Shea. One o f  t h e  g r e a t  l o v e  
a f f a i r s  o f  h i s t o r y ,  he v a l u e d  a  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  u l t i m a t e l y  
above  a  p o l i t i c a l  cause  w i t h  wh ich  he was engaged on b e h a l f  o f  a  
w h o l e  n a t i o n .  Than c a n  be c r i t i c i z e d .  I t  can  a l s o  be admired.  I f  
t h e r e  i s  any  a s p e c t  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  d i v o r c e  debate ,  i t  i s  t h e  
t e n a c i o u s  and d e s p e r a t e  d e s i r e  of  many c o u p l e s  who want t o  m a r r y  o r  
r e m a r r y .  From t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s  P a r n e l l  w r o t e  t o  K a t h e r i n e  as ' w i f i e ' .  
The f e r o c i t y  and c r u d i t y  o f  t h e  a t t a c k s  on K i t t y  O'Shea goaded 
P a r n e l l  i n t o  t h e  h y p e r a c t i v i t y  o f  h i s  l a s t  months.  

M a t t e r s  were v e r y  b a d l y  m ishand led  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  
t h e  u n c o n t e s t e d  d i v o r c e .  The Church l a y  l ow ,  as d i d  t h e  L i b e r a l s ,  
h o p i n g  P a r n e l l  wou ld  r e s i g n ,  and once t h e  p a r t y  had v o t e d  c o n f i d e n c e  
i n  him, he would n o t  a l l o w  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  be r e v e r s e d .  G l a d s t o n e ' s  
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p u b l i s h e d  l e t t e r  t o  M o r l e y  w h i c h  s t a t e d  t h a t  P a r n e l l ' s  c o n t i n u a n c e  
i n  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  wou ld  b e ' d i s a s t r o u s  i n  t h e  h i g h e s t  deg ree  t o  t h e  
cause  o f  I r e l a n d ' ,  and r e n d e r  h i s  own l e a d e r s h i p  a l m o s t  a  n u l l i t y ' ,  
was a  m a j o r  b l u n d e r .  W i t h  t h e  f u l l  encouragement  o f  t h e  Church a  
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p a r t y  p r o m p t l y  r e v e r s e d  e n g i n e s ,  and sough t  t o  
remove P a r n e l l  f r o m  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p .  P a r n e l l  was f u r i o u s  w i t h  
G lads tone ,  and r e g a r d e d  h im  as  a  h y p o c r i t e ,  because as P r ime  
M i n i s t e r  he had r e g u l a r l y  used  Mrs .  O'Shea as i n t e r m e d i a r y  w i t h  
P a r n e l l ,  know ing  f u l l  w e l l  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

Any p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  t h a t  a l l o w s  o u t s i d e  p r e s s u r e  t o  d i c t a t e  
who s h a l l  be i t s  l e a d e r  s u f f e r s  such  d e m o r a l i z a t i o n  as t o  pu$ a t  
r i s k  i t s  f u t u r e .  B u t  t h e r e  was a  more f u n d a m e n t a l  i s s u e  a t  s t a k e ,  
t h e  s o l i d i t y  o f  t h e  L i b e r a l  A l l i a n c e .  I t  has been assumed by h i s  
opponen ts  and by  h i s t o r i a n s  t h a t  t h i s  was an  o p p o r t u n i s t i c  
d i v e r s i o n .  Perhaps  i t  was, b u t  P a r n e l l  had g e n u i n e  g rounds  f o r  
d o u b t s  a b o u t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  of t h e  L i b e r a l s  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  
d i v o r c e  j udgemen t  b r o k e .  I n  1889 he p r o m i s e d  t h a t  i f  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  n a t i o n a l i s m  were t o  f a i l ,  he wou ld  n o t  s t a y  f o r  24 
h o u r s  a t  W e s t m i n s t e r .  'The mos t  advanced s e c t i o n  o f  I r i s h m e n ,  as  
w e l l  as  t h e  l e a s t  advanced, have  a l w a y s  t h o r o u g h l y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  
t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  p o l i c y  was t o  be a  t r i a l  and t h a t  we d i d  n o t  
o u r s e l v e s  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  f o r  a l l  t ime ,  o r  
f o r  a n y  l e n g t h y  p e r i o d ,  an i n c o r r u p t  and i n d e p e n d e n t  I r i s h  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  W e s t m i n s t e r ' .  P r i v a t e l y  he t o l d  K e t t l e  a f t e r  h i s  
m e e t i n g  w i t h  G l a d s t o n e  i n  1888 t h a t  t h e  L i b e r a l  P a r t y  was 
t h o r o u g h l y  u n s u r e ,  and t h a t  o n l y  t h r e e  men sha red  G l a d s t o n e ' s  
c o n v i c t i 6 n s .  W i t h o u t  a  s t r o n g  m a j o r i t y ,  t h e r e  was no hope o f -  g e t t i n g  
i t  t h r o u g h  t h e  House o f  L o r d s ,  and i t  m i g h t  be s u c c e s s i v e l y  
w a t e r e d  down b y  backbenchers .  He t h e r e f o r e  s o u g h t  t o  s e t  as t h e  
p r i c e  o f  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  f rom t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  w a t e r t i g h t  g u a r a n t e e s  t h a t  
t h e  I r i s h  P a r l i a m e n t  wou ld  have f u l l  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  p o l i c e ,  
j u d i c i a r y  and t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  l a n d  q u e s t i o n ,  and i f  no t ,  t h a t  
I r i s h  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  W e s t m i n s t e r  wou ld  be r e t a i n e d  i n  f u l l .  

One o f  t h e  p e o p l e  who had mos t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
was John  Devoy,who w r o t e  t o  D i l l o n  i n  Augus t  1891 f r o m  Amer ica  : 

Suppos ing  a l l  y o u  say a b o u t  P a r n e l l  ' S  ange r  a g a i n s t  ' p o o r  
M r .  G l a d s t o n e '  and t h e  L i b e r a l  P a r t y  be c o r r e c t  have y o u  
any  c o n c e p t i o n  t o  w h i c h  t h a t  ange r  i s  sha red  b y  I r i s h  
N a t i o n a l i s t s  i n  Amer ica,  as i t  c l e a r l y  i s  by  l a r g e  masses 
o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  I r e l a n d  ? Mus t  P a r n e l l  a l o n e  be p e r f e c t  
w h i l e  h i s  opponents  a r e  f r e e  t o  i n d u l g e  i n  a l l  t h e  
weaknesses t h a t  f l e s h  i s  h e i r  t o  ? What g u a r a n t e e  have 
y o u  t h a t  any  E n g l i s h  p a r t y  w i l l  g i v e  I r e l a n d  what  she 
wants ,  e x c e p t  t h e  g u a r a n t e e  a f f o r d e d  by a  u n i t e d  p e o p l e  
and an i n d e p e n d e n t  p a r t y  ? How c a n  y o u  ask t h e  I r i s h  i n  
Amer ica  t o  have any  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  a f t e r  t h e  
e x h i b i t i o n  t h e y  made o f  t h e i r  s u b s e r v i e n c e  t o  E n g l i s h  
p o l i t i c i a n s  and t h e  I r i s h  b i s h o p s .  G l a d s t o n e ' s  l e t t e r  - 
o r  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  i t  - c r e a t e d  an e n t i r e l y  new 
s i t u a t i o n .  I t  i s  s i m p l y  c h i l d i s h  and a b s u r d  t o  t a l k  o f  
y o u r  p a r t y  as  i ndependen t  i n  f a c e  o f  i t s  y i e l d i n g  t o  t h e  
t h r e a t  conveyed i n  t h a t  l e t t e r '  

P a r n e l l  was c r i t i c i z i n g  n o t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  e x c e s s i v e  
r e l i a n c e  on a  p a r t i c u l a r  E n g l i s h  p a r t y ,  and i n  h i s  f i n a l  months 
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exp ressed  s u p p o r t  f o r  T o r y  l a n d  and congested  d f s t r i c t  b f l l s .  
He was a lways  d f s m f s s f v e  o f  D a v f t t ' s  n o t i o n  t h a t  E n g l f s h  work fng  
c l a s s  democracy would t a k e  up  t h e  cause o f  I r e l a n d .  

The f a l l  o f  P a r n e l l  foreshadowed t h e  u l t i m a t e  f a i l u r e  o f  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s m .  The advanced n a t i o n a l i s t s  r e c e i v e d  a  whole new 
l e a s e  o f  l i f e .  He d e s c r i b e d  h i m s e l f  as ' n o t  a  mere p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n ' .  
He d e c l a r e d ,  as one who had a lways  en joyed  t h e  company o f  work ing  
men and been i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i n d u s t r y  and m i n i n g ,  t h a t  ' t h e  f u t u r e  
i s  u n d o u b t e d l y  w i t h  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s e s ' ,  and expressed i n t e r e s t  
and t a c i t  a p p r o v a l  f o r  many o f  t h e  demands o f  t h e  g row ing  Labour 
movepent,  u n i v e r s a l  s u f f r a g e ,  t h e  e i g h t  hour  day, t a x e s  on d e r e l i c t  
l a n d ,  s t a t e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  i n d u s t r y ,  and t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r e r s '  
c o t t a g e s .  

I n  h i s  f i n a l  speech i n  L i s t o w e l  i n  September 1891, he s t a t e d :  

' I f  I were dead and gone tomorrow t h e  men who a r e  f i g h t i n g  
a g a i n s t  E n g l i s h  i n f l u e n c e  i n  I r i s h  p u b l i c  l i f e  would 
f i g h t  on s t i l l .  They would s t i l l  be i ndependen t  
n a t i o n a l i s t s .  And t h e y  would s t i l l  p r o t e s t  t h a t  i t  was 
n o t  by t a k i n g  o r d e r s  f rom E n g l i s h  M i n i s t e r s  t h a t  I r e l a n d ' s  
f u t u r e  c o u l d  be se rved ,  p r o t e c t e d  and s e c u r e d ' .  

Back i n  1885 he had expressed no s u r p r i s e  t h a t  Xoung men were 
j o i n i n g  t h e  ex t reme movement, d e s p i t e  t h e  a p p a r e n t  successes o f  t h e  
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  p a r t y .  P a r n e l l  r e p l i e d :  'Why s h o u l d  t h e y  n o t  ? A l l  
o u r  p l a n s  and p r o j e c t s  may f a i l  ...... and God o n l y  knows b u t  t h e  
q u a r r e l  may have t o  be s e t t l e d  t h a t  way y e t ' .  He b e l i e v e d  s e l f -  
government  was i n e v i t a b l e ,  and t h a t  an i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  had been taken .  

The f a l l  o f  P a r n e l l  a c t e d  as a  p o w e r f u l  c a t a l y s t  f o r  t h e  whole 
c u l t u r a l  r e v i v a l ,  wh ich  was t h e  b a s i s  o f  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  independence. 
B u t  K a t h e r i n e  Tynan was t h e  o n l y  member of t h e  l i t e r a r y  movement whom 
he a c t u a l l y  met,  and whose p o e t r y  was r e a d  t o  h im by K a t h e r i n e  O'Shea. 
The u l t i m a t e  f a i l u r e  o f  Home R u l e  u n d o u b t e d l y  r e f l e c t e d  even on i t s  
i n i t i a t o r .  Pearse s a i d  o f  him: ' P a r n e l l  was l e s s  a  p o l i t i c a l  t h i n k e r  
t h a n  an  embodied f l a m e  t h a t  seared,  a  sword t h a t  s tabbed.  He d i d  t h e  
t h i n g  t h a t  l a y  n e a r e s t  h i s  h e a r t  ... H i s  i n s t i n c t  was a  s e p a r a t i s t  
i n s t i n c t ' .  P a r n e l l  was n o t  a  c o n s i s t e n t  modera te  n o r  u n e q u i v o c a l l y  
a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  n a t i o n a l i s t .  N e i t h e r  was he a  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  
s e p a r a t i s t -  

B u t  any t i m e  t h a t  v i g o u r  i s  f e l t  t o  be m i s s i n g  f r o m  t h e  conduc t  
o f  o u r  a f f a i r s ,  t h e  c a r e e r  o f  P a r n e l l  w i l l  a lways  p r o v i d e  i n s p i r a t i o n  
and encouragement .  I l e a v e  t h e  l a s t  words w i t h  Yeats : 

F o r  P a r n e l l  was a  proud man 
No p rouder  t o  be found ,  
And a  proud man's a  l o v e l y  man 
So pass t h e  b o t t l e  round.  
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Hugh Ryan. 

THE INSCRIPTIONS: (Contd. ) 

ENGLISH FAMILY: (No. 124) 
n i s a e n - d o w n  table-type tomb covered i n  l ichen. The stone cannot 
be deciphered, b u t - i t  i s  the bur ia l  place o f  the  Engl ish family o f  Monolargie). 

FAHEY : JOHANNA. 
See tahey, Wichael (No.86). 

FAHEY: MICHAEL (No .86). 
k rected by / lsbry Fahey / i n  memory o f  her husband / Michael 19th Sep 1900 
aged 80 / a lso  h i s  fa ther  Pat r ick  / died March 18th 1870 / and h i s  mother 
Johanna / Died May 4 th  1870/. 

FAHEY: PATRICK. 
See tahey, Michael (No. 86). 

FITZGERALD: JAS (No. 78) 
Sacred/ t o  the  Memory / o f  Jas F i tzgera ld  o f  Ballyslough / who died 7th October 
1842 aged 96 years / h i s  w i fe  Margt F i tzgera ld  a l i a s  O'Donnell / who died 13th 
day o f  Feb 1835 aged 79 years / t h e i r  grandson James Power o f  Carrick-on-Suir / 
h i s  brothers and s i s t e r s  who died young / a lso John and Robert Fi tzgerald who 
d ied i n  / North America / 

FITZGERALD: JOHN. 
See F i  tzgerald, Jas (No.78). 

FITZGERALD: MRGT ALIAS 0 'DONNELL. 
See F i  tzgera ld  , Jas (No .78). 

FITZGERALD: ROBERT. 
See k i t zgera ld  , Jas (No.78). 

FITZPATRICK: CATHERINE. 
See t i t z p a t r i c k ,  Michl' (No.171). 

FITZPATRICK: MICHL (No.171). 
'Erected by Judy F i t zpa t r i ck  i n  / memory o f  her husband Michl / F i tzpat r ick  of 
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Carrick-on-Suir /who departed t h i s  l i f e  . .. .. 1813 aged 37 y r s  / a lso h i s  
father Thomas F i t zpa t r i ck  / of Milerstown who departed t h i s  l i f e  Ju l y  / the 
2nd 1800 aged 50 y rs  a lso h i s  mother / Catherine F i t z p a t r i c k  who depd t h i s  
l i f e  / the 5.. . . . aged 54/ 

FITZPATRICK: THOMAS. 
See F i tzpa t r i ck ,  Rich1 (No.171). 

FLINN: JAMES. 
See F l inn,  John (No.143). 

FL INN  : JOHN (No. 143) . 
Erected by Ma.....w F l i n n  / i n  memory of h i s  father John F l i n n  / James F l i n n  
h i s  brother / & Thos F l i n n  who d ied / Jan 15th 1788 aged 37 y r s  / 

FLINN: THOS. 
See F l inn,  John (No.143). 

FLYNN FAMILY: (No. 242). 
n h i s  i s  an i r o n  cross w i th  the i n i t i a l s  N.F. on i t and i s  the  b u r i a l  place 
o f  the Flyr:: s o f  Mothel.) 

FLYNN : ELLEN ALIAS WALSH (No. 169) . 
Erected v Al i ce  Galavan / of Carrickbeg / i n  memory o f  her mother / E l len  
Flynn ( l .. 'sh / who d ied 1838 aged 55 y r s  / and her father / John Flynn/ 
who d ied  1831 / aged 65 y r s  / 

FLYNN: JOHN. . 

See Flynn, E l l en  a l i a s  Walsh (No.169). 

FOGARTY: ELLEN NEE SHANAHAN. 
See Shanahan , James (No. 144') . 
FOLEY : DAVID (No. 125). 
Erected by John Foley o f  Knockaderry / i n  memory o f  h i s  f a the r  mother / and , 

t h e i r  ancestors who l i e t h  here / Here l i e t h  the body o f  David Foley / who 
departed Jan 24th 1787 aged 87 years / Also h i s  w i fe  Elenor Foley a l i a s  . . . . ./ 
who departed March 20th 1790 aged 83 y r s  / a lso the body o f  Derby Foley brother/ 
of the above David who departed A p r i l  / 1751 aged 35 years a1 so the bodies 
of / Mathew and Edmd Foley sons of / above Derby Foley who d ied both urmarr iedl  

FOLEY: DERBY. 
See Foley, David (No.125). 

FOLEY :EDMD. 
See Foley, bavid (No.125). 

FOLEY: ELENOR. 
See koley, David (No.125). 

FOLEY: MATHEW. 
See Fol  ey, David (No. 125). 

FORAN : JOHN (No. 222) . 
Erected by / Denis & James Foran Oldgrange / i n  Memory o f  t h e i r  brother John / 
who d ied 29th Decr 1867 / aged 42 years /. 

FORAN : MARGARET . 
See Foran, Nicholas (No.223). 
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FORAN : N I  CHOLAS (No. 223) . 
Erected by Mrs. Mary Foran / of Oldgrange i n  memory of her / husband Nlcholas 
Foran who d ied / Ju l y  9 th  1839 aged 65 y r s  a1 so her / daughter Margaret Foran 
who d ied / February . . . . . aged 40 years / 

White, Carrick-on-Suir.  

GALLAVAN: JOHN. 
See Gal van, James (No.237). 

GALLIVAN: ELENOR (No.90). 
he re  l i e t h  the  body o f  / Elenor Gal l i v a n  who depalrtede t h i s  l i f e  May 5th  
1787 / aged 58 years /. 

GALVAN: HONORA. 
See Galvan, Thos (No.236). 

GALVAN : JAMES (No. 237). 
k rec ted  i n  memory o f  James Galvan o f  / Ballyslough who departed t h i s  l i f e  on the/ 
1 s t  o f  February 1828 aged 76 years / a lso h i s  son John Gallavan died A p r i l  7 t h  
1843 aged 38 years /. 

GALVAN : THOS . (No. 236). 
Sacred t o  t he  memory o f  Thos Galvan / l a t e  of Carrick-on-Suir he was deservedly/ 
reg re t ted  by h i s  numerous f r iends  f o r  h i s  / many amiable and exce l len t  .qual i t i e s  
he depd / t h i s  l i f e  20th Ju l y  A.D. 1830 aged 46 years / a lso  Honora h i s  daughter 
d ied  1 s t  A p r i l  1831 aged 2 years /. 

GEARY : WRY ALIAS QUINLAN (No. 21 5) . 
Rere l i e t h  t hebody  o f  / Mary Geary a l i a s  Quinlan / who d ied 3rd o f  May 180- 
aged / 47 years a lso  her son Mortongh / Geary who d ied May 4 t h  1788 / aged 
12 years /. 

GEARY: MICHAEL . 
See Geary, Murtha (No. 218). 

GEARY: MORTONGH. 
See Geary, Mary a1 i as  Quinlan (No .215). 

GEARY : MURTHA (No. 218). 
Here l i e t h  the  body o f  Mur/tha Geary o f  Ballythomas / who depd t h i s  L i f e  Feb 
19 th  1811 / aged 21 y r s  a lso h i s  brother who / died young / Inscr ibed by / 
Mary Geary a l i a s  Walsh / i n  memory o f  her husband / Michael Geary o f  Ballythomas/ 
Died 24th J u l y  1884 aged 16 years / 

GUYRY: PATRICK (No.58). 
R-dy o f  Pat r ick  / Guyry who died 20th Mar/1821 aged 70 y r s  / 

HAHESSY: CATHERINE 
See Connolly, Pa t r i ck  (No.81). 

HALLORAN : ELENOR ALIAS TORPY (No .ZOO). 
here  l i e s  t he  body o f  / t l eno r  Hal loran a l i a s  /Torpy County o f  T ip ry  / near 
Grove who depd t h i s  / l i f e  Nov.. . . ,1822 aged 481 May her soul r e s t  i n  peace/Amen/ 
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HARNEY: CATHERINE (No.203). 
Rere l i e s  the  body of / Catherine Harney of / B a l l  ingrawn who depd/ Nov 8 t h  
1819 aged 22 y r s  / Erected by her father / Phi1 i p  Harney/. 

HARNEY : MARGARET NEE WHELAN (No .37) . 
Erected by / Mrs. Br idget  K e l l y  / of Clonmel / i n  memory of her mother / 
Margaret Harney / nee Whelan / who d ied 26th Feb 1888 / aged 70 years/. 

HARNEY: MARTIN (No.113). 
R a r t i n  Harney / died i n  the year / 1763 aged 5 years /. 

HARNEY: PATRICK. 
See Harney , Thomas (No. 235) . 
HARNEY : THOMAS (No. 57) . 
k rec ted  by John Harney/Clashnasmuth i n  Memory / o f  h i s  f a the r  Thomas / Harney 
who d ied  the  / 14 Feb 1875 aged 70 years / 
(This monument i s  a s l a te ) .  

HARNEY : THOMAS (No. 235) . 
t r e c t e d  by Margaret Harney / o f  Drumdeel i n  memory o f  her / beloved husband 
Thomas Harney / who d ied Feb 13th  1837 aged 38 years / a lso  her son who d ied  
young / a l s o  her fa ther  i n  law Pa t r i c k  / who d ied March 13th 1834 / aged 55 years/ 

HARTERY : JOHN (No. 174) . 
krected by Nicholas Hartery pernambuco / B r a z i l s  Mercht i n  memory o f  h i s  f a the r  
John / Har te ry  o f  Carrick-on-Suir who d ied  6 t h  March / 1816 agd 45 years a1 so 
h i s  mother Margt   artery / a l i a s  C o l l i n s  who d ied  27th Dec 1844 aged 82 y r s  / 
h i s  b ro ther  Laurence Hartery who d ied  . in / Tr in idad West Ind ies  on the 8 t h  Sep 
1840 agd 48 / years a l so  Laurence and Maurice Hartery who a re  / here in ter red/ .  

HARTERY: LAURENCE. 
See Hartery, John (No. 174). 

HARTERY : LAURENCE . 
See Har te ry  , John (No. 174). 

HARTERY: MARGT ALIAS COLLINS. 
See Hartery,  John (No.114). 

HARTERY : MAURICE . 
See Har te ry  , John (No. 174) . 
HASSETT: MRS. 
See Hassett,  Denis (No.91). 

HASSETT : DEN I S (No. 91 ) . 
krec ted  t o  t h e  memory o f  / Denis Hassett o f  Ki lc looney / who died Sep 20th 
1826 / aged 51 years / a lso h i s  son Thomas / who died June 10th 1821 / aged 
13 years / a l so  h i s  w i f e  / Mrs. Hassett / who died October 8/ 1871 / aged 85 
years /. 

HASSETT:THOMAS. 
See Hassett,  Denis (No.91). 

HAYES: JOHN 
See Hayes, Thomas (No.10). 

HAYES:THOMAS (No. 10). 
k rec ted  by John Hayes o f  / Carrickbeg i n  memory of / h i s  beloved f a the r  Thomas 
Hayes / o f  K i l l i n a s b i g  who depd t h i s / l i f e  June 28th 1836 aged 89 years / The 



- 

Gravestone lnsc r ip t fons  a t  Wthe l ,  Co. Waterford. 

above named John Hayes died / June 8 th  1863 aged 60 years / Requiscat i n  
Pace Amen / , 

HEARN:ANTHONY (No. 62). 
Erected by / Mary Wal sh Feddins / i n  Memory of her fa ther  / Anthony Hearn / her 
mother / Catherine Hearn / her Brother / Bevery Hearn / and her S is te r  / 
Catherine Hearn/. 

HEARN : BEVERY . 
See Hearn, Anthony (No.62). 

HEARN: CATHERINE 
See Hearn , Anthony (No. 62) . 
HEARN : CATHERINE 
See Hearn, Anthony (No .62). 

HEARN : CATHERINE . 
See Hearn, Michael (No.208). 

HEARN: DAVID (No. 164). 
Here l i e s  the body o f  David / Hearn who departed t h i s  l i f e  / the 28th o f  Ap r i l  
1758 aged 86 y r s  / and o f  h i s  w i fe  who died 19th / of May 1739 aged 64 y r s  by 
/ Name Margaret / . 
HEARN : MARGARET . 
See Hearn, David (No.164). 

HEARN : MARGARET. 
See Hearn, wi l7 -m (No. 209). 

HEARN : WRY (No. 1 2). 
t r e c t e d  by Mr. John Hearn of / Carrickbeg Merchant t o  the memory / o f  h i s  
beloved w i fe  Mary Hearn / who depd t h i s  l i f e  June 27th 1842 / aged 47 years / 
Requiescat i n  Pace Amen 1. 

HEARN : WRY. 
See Hearn , Michael (No. 208) . 
HEARN : MICHAEL (No. 208). 
' t rected by / Pat r i ck  Hearn o f  Jonestown / i n  lov ing memory of h i s  fa ther  / 
Michael Died 1 s t  May 1867 aged 66 yrs / also h i s  mother Mary / Died 29th May 
1867 aged 60 y r s  / also h i s  w i fe  Catherine Hearn / Died 23rd March 1915 
aged 76 /. 

HEARN : THOMAS (No. 88) . 
Here l i e s  the body o f  / Thomas Hearn o f  Culelnahorna who departed / t h i s  l i f e  
December the 3rd / 1773 aged 53 years /. 

HEARN : WILLM .(NO. 209). 
he re  l i e t h  the body o f  / W i l  l m  Hearn who depd / t h i s  l i f e  Ocber the 14th 17671 
aged 84 years a1 so h i s  /Grand daughter Margaret / Hearn who depd t h i s  l i f e  / 
May the 9 t  h 1 784 aged 1 3 yr S 1. 

HEANY: DENIS. 
See Heany, Joseph (No. 168). 

HEANY: JOSEPH. 
he re  l i e t h  the bodylof Joseph Heany of St rad jba l ly  who departed / t h i s  l i f e  Ap r i l  
t he  12th 1792 / aged 43 years also / Denis Heany father t o  / the above departed 
t h i s  / l i f e  0ctober 16th 1794 / aqed 97 years / . 
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HLARNY: HOHORA (No. 128). 
Rere l i e s  the body of / Honora Hearny wife o f  /Thornas Br ien who departed / 
t h i s  l f f e  20th A p r i l  11755 aged 36 years /. 

HENEBERY: DAVID (No. 154). 
D-ieth the body o f  /David Henebery o f  Clondalnel who depd t h i s  
l i f e  July / 27th 1807 aged 26 years / also Mary Henebrey who / depd t h i s  l i f e  
October 25th 1803 / aged 25 years / Thomas Henebery died / Novber 24th 1802 
aged 17 y r s  / a l so  Walter & Mary Henebry / aged 80 & 75 years / and Michael 
Henebry / died 18th May 1896 aged 74 y rs  / also David Henebry / died Seper 
1914 aged 89 y r s  , l  Requiescat i n  Pace Amen/. 

HENEBRY: DAVID. 
See Henebery , David (No. 154). 

HENEBERY: DAVID. 
see Henebery Timothy (No. 155). 

HENEBREY: WRY. 
See Henebery , Dav < -! (No. 154) . 
HENEBERY: WRY. 
See Henebery , [Tavid (No. 154) . 
HENEBERY: MARY. 
See Henebery, Timothy (No.155). 

HENEBRY: MICHAEL. 
See Henebery , David (No. 154). 

HENEBERY: THOMAS 
See Henebery , dav i d  (No. 154) . 
HENEBERY : TIMOTHY (No. 155) . 
I n  memory o f  / Timothy Henebery / o f  Glen / died 6 th  Jan 1875 / aged 50 years/ 
and h i s  Son David / Died 8 t h  July 1889 / aged 17 years / and h i s  wi fe  Mary 
Henebry / died 1 s t  March 1913 aged 81 /. 

Disney, C l  onmel . 
HENEBERY: WALTER. 
See Henebery , David (No. 154) . 
HICKEY: DAVID. 
Erected by Wil l iam Hickey / i n  memory o f  h i s  fa ther  / David Hickey who depd 
Jan / the 6th 1773 aged 75 y r s  also h is /  brother David Hickey depd / Sep 29th 
1804 aged 50 yrs /. 

HICKEY: DAVID 
See Hickey , David (No .201). 

HOGAN : EDMD (No. 228) . 
Erected by John Hogan / i n  memory o f  h i s  son / Edmd Hogan who died Sept / 28th 
1829 aged 28 years ? Thos Dunford died May 1 s t  / 1819 aged 70 years / Matthew 
Dunford Died / May 1 s t  1811 aged 28 years /. 

HOGAN: EDMOND. 
See Hogan, Nichol as (No. 229). 

HOGAN: EDMOND. 
See Hogan, Nicholas (No. 229). 
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HOGAN: ELLEN 
See Hogan,N'i cholas (No. 229). 

HOGAN: JOHN 
See Hogan, h icholas (No.229). 

HOGAN : MICHAEL (No. 166). 
' h i s  i s  the bury place o f  / the fami l y  o f  the Hogans and / the l a s t  o f  the 
fami ly  in te red  / was Michael Hogan o f  Jones/town who depd t h i s  l i f e  / February 
the 21st 1770 i n  the / 59 year o f  h i s  age/. 

HOGAN : NI CHOLAS (No. 229) . 
Lrected / i n  memory o f  / Nicholas Hogan/ Glenpatrick / who d ied 15th A p r i l  1902/ 
aged 87 y r s  / Edmond Hogan Currakie ly / Died 4 th  Nov 1934 aged 88 years / His 
Son Edmond / Died 5th Dec 1916 aged 49 y r s  / His daughter E l  l e n  / Died l 1  t h  Dec 
1933 aged 63 y r s  / His son John / Died 20th May 1939 aged 67 y r s  / R.I.P. / . 
HOUL IHAN FAMILY: (No. 20). 
] I ron  cross w i t h  lance s ta f f  and sacred heart. The name Houlihan Tinhal low i s  
on the end p a r t  o f  the surround). 

HOUL IHAN : WRY. 
See Geofery (No. 105) . 
HOUL IHAN : MICHAEL (No. 53) . 
krected by A l l i a s  Walsh i n  memory / o f  her husband Michl Houlihan who / .... 
t h i s  l i f e  A p r i l  20th 1807 i n  50th year / May h i s  soul r e s t  i n  Peace Amen/. 

HUNT : CATHERINE ALIAS CARBRY (No. 134) . 
S stone erected bv Nichs Hunt o f  / Whi t f i e ld  i n  memorv o f  h i s  w i f e  / 

Catherine Hunt a l ias-carbry who depd /  t h i s  l i f e  ~ a n u a r f 2 7 t h  1799 / aged 53 
y r s  a lso h i s  f a the r  i n  law Mar t in  / Carbry 8 h i s  w i f e  A l i c e  Carbry a l i a s  
Sheehan former ly  o f  Whitestown/. 

JOY E : JAMES 
See Ready, R i  chard (No. 137 ) . 
JOYE: MRS. PATRICK ALIAS GRAY. 
See Ready, Richard (No.13/). 

WIN: JAMES (No.117). 
Rere l i e t h  the  body o f  /James Kain o f  Cloneal who departed t h i s  l i f e  / Febreary 
t h e  5 th  1774 / aged 26 years /. 

KAVANAGH FAMILY : (No. 18) . 
h i s  i s  a broken wooden cross w i t h  the i n i t i a l s  M.K. i n  i r on .  This has been the 
r i a l  place o f  the Kavanagh fami l y  o f  Bal lynevin) . 

KEANE : MARTIN (No. 170) . 
l r e c t e d  by / Mrs. A l i ce  Keane / o f  Feddins i n  memory o f  her / husband Mar t in  
Keane / who died 4 th  Ju l y  1873 / aged 68 years a lso her / Father 8 Hother / 
W i l l  iam 8 Br idget  Barton / and her brother and s i s t e r  / Thomas and El  l e n  Barton/. 

KEARNEY FAMILY: (No .8). 
(An i r o n  cross w i t h  no i nsc r i p t i on ,  bu t  t h i s  has been the b u r i a l  place o f  the 
Kearney fami ly,  Carrick-on-Suir) . 
KEATING: WRY (No. 251 ) . 
k rec ted  by / John Keating o f  Ki lclooney / i n  memory of h i s  w i f e  / Mary Keating / 
who d ied 8 t h  June 1862 / aged 64 y r s  1. 
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KEEFE: PHILIP (No.84). 
here l i e s  the body of / P h i l t p  Keefe Hat ter  who / depd t h i s  l i f e  Nov the / 18 
1789 aged 45 y r s  /. 

KEEFFE: MARY ALIAS DEED. 
See Deed, James (No. 235). 

KENEDY: ANSTICE. 
See Cain, Pa t r i ck  (No.156). 

KENNA : EDMOND (No. 106). 
nmond Kenna departed t h i s  l i f e  / January the 22nd 1773 aged 60 years / a lso  
Thomas Kenna h i s  son depd / 5ep 26th 1783 aged 20 years & / h i s  son Nicholas 
Kenna Depd / June ye 20th 1792 aged 39 years /. 

KENNA : NI  CHOLAS . 
See Kenna, Edmond (No.106). 

KENNA: THOMAS. 
See Kenna , Edmond (No. 106). 

KENNEDY: MICHAEL (No.226). 
Th i s  stone was erected for  / Michl Kennedy of Whitestown / by h i s  w i f e  E l l en  
Kennedy / a l i a s  Walsh who departed t h i s  l i f e  / June 27th 1774 aged 55 y r s  /. 

KIEFE: FRANCIS. 
See Kiete, Timothy (No.180). 

K1 EFE : JOHN. 
See Kiefe, 'lietothy, (No. 180). 

KIEFE : TIMOTHY (No. 180). 
'This stone erected by Con/Kiefe i n  memory of h i s  / father Timothy K ie fe  who / 
departed t h i s  l i f e  May the / 18 1773 aged 65 years / a l so  h i s  grandsone John 
Kiefe/  who departed t h i s  l i f e  May the 22 1773 aged 8 years / a l so  h i s  daughter 
Francis K ie fe  / who departed t h i s  l i f e  / February 1 s t  1798 aged 26/. 

LANDERGEN: CHARLES (No.129). 
Rere l i e t h  the body / o f  Charles Landergen / who departed t h i s /  l i f e  the 11 
Novber 1758 / aged 79 years /. 

LARKIN: WILLIAM (No.198). 
'This i s  the  burying place/ o f  the f am i l y  of the Larkins/  & the l a s t  o f  the f am i l y  
interred/was Y i  l l iam Lark i  n son o f  / Edmond Lark i  n of Curruh/nagarragh who depd 
t h i s / l i f e  A p r i l  the 13th 1772 i n  / 34 year of h i s  age / May he r e s t  i n  Peace/. 

LEONARD: CATHERINE . 
See Leonard, Uary otherwise McCann (No. 123). 

LEONARD: WRY OTHERWISE McCANN (No. 123) . 
Erected by Michael Leonard/Cooper Car r i  ck-on-Sui r as a l a s t / i  ng memorial o f  h i  S 
affect ionate/Mother Mary Leonard otherwise/McCann who depd January the/4th 1824 
aged 52 years a l s o  h i s  / s i s t e r  Catherine Leonard who / depd A p r i l  the 16th 1807 
aged 14 y r s /  Requiescat i n  Pace Amen/. 



Gravestone l nsc r i  o t  ions a t  Mothel . Co. ~ a ' t e r f  ord. 

LOWREY : JOHN (No. 41 ) . 
Rere l j e t h  the body o f  / John Lowrey who departed / t h i s  l i f e  the 5 th  day of 
February 1806 / aged 23 years 1. 

LYNCH: ELENORA ALIAS POWER. 
See Lynch, Thomas (No. 191). 

LYNCH: THOMAS (No. 191). 
Rere 7 l e t h  the body o f  Tholmas Lynch son o f  Daniel/Lynch o f  Old Grange who 
departed t h i s  l i f e  ye 14th o f  / March 1751 aged 25 years / a lso  h i s  mother 
Elenora Lyn/ch a l i a s  Power w i f e  t o  the above / Daniel Lynch she departed t h i s  / 
l i f e  ....... aged ......... / 



L E C T U R E  S E A S O N  

Lectures w i l l  be held i n  Garter Lane Arts  Centre, OIConnell 
S t r e e t ,  Waterford, commencing a t  8 p.m. 

1985 

Nov. 18th 

Dec. 4 th  

1989 
Jan. 13th 

Feb. 10th 

Mar. 10th 

Apri l  14th 

t Viking Age Structures a t  Olaf S t r ee t  - 
Ms. Claire Walshe. 

: Annual Luncheon. (Separate notice w i l l  be 
sent t o  Member S) . 

Town and Country Houses i n  South-East 
Ireland - Mr. Ian Lwaley (member) . 

t Quakers i n  Industry and Engineering h i 
Ireland i n  the 19th Century - 
Hr. Robert Jacob. 

1 

t Aspect S of Norman Adventure - Mr. Nicky I 

Atrlong . i 
1 

t I r i s h  Environment I n  Archaeology - 
D r .  John Feehan. 

Enquiries regarding DECIEES t o  t M r .  Fergus Dillon, 
t T r e ~ p a n r  , 
The Folly, 
Waterford. 

Membership of the Old Waterford Society I s  open t o  a l l .  
Subscr ipt fm fo r  1988 i s  E7.00 and may be sent t o  : 

Mrs. R. Lumley, 
28, Daisy Terrace, 
Waterford. 

The Society I s  not responsible fo r  damage or in jury  suffered or 
sustained on outings. 
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